Text Title: STARZ

Author: Pat Quinn

Synopsis

Lorrie is excited about her school’s upcoming concert. She, Harriet and Sarah are members of RATZ and they plan to audition and hopefully perform at the concert. Even though Lorrie can’t sing she loves being in the band and choreographing the moves. Unfortunately Lorrie needs glasses and misreads the audition time – causing her group to miss out. The other girls are really angry with her and she desperately looks for a solution. When she manages to convince Paul and Elliot to allow the girls to audition with their band N Space she thinks she has solved the problem. But then the boys drop a bombshell, they don’t want Lorrie in the band! Lorrie must do something – she needs to be in the band. She loves to perform. Harriet is eager for the concert to go ahead too. She has written a special song that she hopes will get her parents back together. But unless this unlikely group of 5 can sort out their differences they won’t get to perform at all…

Text Type

STARZ is a novel that would appeal particularly to girls in the 8-12 age- bracket. Lorrie, the main character, is in Year 8 and gearing herself up for the huge changes that will happen when she starts college next year. Her character is realistic and likeable, despite her many flaws which include speaking before she thinks and being insensitive. Lorrie isn’t a singer but she doesn’t let this hold her back from participating in the band. She is hardworking and committed. The success of the band provides a good example of what can be achieved when people work together to achieve a shared goal. Lorrie has a large and loving family with parents who are still together. This domestic arrangement is contrasted with Harriet’s, whose parents are separated. Initially Lorrie takes her family for granted and doesn’t realise how lucky she is. By the end of the story however, Lorrie learns to appreciate her family for always supporting her.

Sharing the Novel

The novel has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 1-8), Chapters 3-11 (pp. 9-57) and Chapters 12-22 (pp. 58-110).

During the shared sessions encourage students to ask questions to clarify their understanding of words and ideas. Have them make predictions about what is going to happen next in the story. Encourage them to look at the characters, identify their good and bad points and track how they develop throughout the course of the novel.

Introducing the Novel

Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· Who do you think the 3 girls on the front cover are?

· Why is the novel called STARZ?

· Who is telling the story? How old do you think she is? What makes you think this?

· Who are some of the other characters in the story?

· What do you think is going to happen in the story?

Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 1-8) aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books. 

Comprehension Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 1-8)

· What is the list for?

· What is Ratz? Who is in Ratz?

· What is Lorrie really good at that helps Ratz?

· What isn’t Lorrie really good at?

· Who are the members of N Space?

· Why does Sarah think that Lorrie needs glasses?

Discussion

· What kind of person is Lorrie? What do we know about her so far?

· How can the fact that Lorrie is not a good singer affect the band?

· Why does Lorrie feel a little sad when she is around Harriet? What causes friends to drift apart sometimes?

· What do you think is going to happen in the story next?

Students read Chapters 3-11 (pp. 9-57) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 3-11 (pp. 9-57)

· Why can’t the girls practise at Harriet’s house? Why is Lorrie so reluctant to allow the girls to practise at her house?

· Who are Michael and Henry? What are they like?

· What kinds of songs does Harriet want to sing in the concert? How does Lorrie feel about this?

· Whose idea is it to write an original song?

· Why can’t Sarah go to school? Why isn’t Harriet going either?

· When does Lorrie say the audition is? What shocking news does Harriet give her on Wednesday? How did Lorrie make this mistake? Why is Harriet so annoyed with her?

· What idea does Lorrie come up with to allow Ratz to audition? How does Elliot react to her suggestion?

· How does Harriet react when she finds that Lorrie approached N Space? What does Lorrie say to Harriet that really annoys her? Is this a fair thing for Lorrie to say? Why/ why not?

· Describe N Space’s audition. What does Lorrie do to jeopardise the band’s chances?

· Why does Lorrie finally get her eyes tested?

· Why do Elliot and Paul have second thoughts about letting the girls in the group?

· Why does Lorrie get so angry with Harriet? Is her anger warranted? Why/ why not? How does Sarah break the tension between Lorrie and Harriet?

· What is revealed during the “truth session”? What do Lorrie and Harriet agree to do to help them stop arguing?

· What is the new name for the band?

Discussion

· Why is Lorrie embarrassed by her family? What do your family do to embarrass you? Why do you think young people are so worried about what other people think of them?

· Why is Lorrie surprised when Harriet is allowed the day off to spend time with her father? Do you think Harriet takes her own family for granted? Why/ why not? Why is it important for Harriet to spend time with both of her parents?

· Sarah often plays the role of peacemaker between Harriet and Lorrie. Find some examples of this in the story.

· Do you believe that Lorrie blurts things out without thinking? Why/ why not? Find examples in the story where Lorrie’s inability to think before she speaks gets her into trouble.

· Predict what will happen in the story next.

Students read Chapters 12-22 (pp. 58-110) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 12-22 (pp. 58-110)

· Why is Lorrie so amazed when she tries on her glasses? Why does she remove them again?

· How does Sarah manage to get Lorrie back in the band? What strategy does she adopt with the boys that allows her to get her own way?

· Why does Harriet want Lorrie to come to her house to work on the costumes? Where does she find the material? Who agrees to make the costumes?

· Why do you think it is so important to Harriet that she sing her song at the concert? Who works out the tune for her lyrics?

· What do Paul and Elliot get Lorrie to do to make her feel part of the performance?

· Why is Harriet so adamant that she doesn’t want her father coming to rehearsal?

· How does Harriet’s mum let her down? Who ends up making the costumes? What does Paul decide the boys should wear?

· How has the hall been transformed for the concert?

· How do the girls prepare themselves for the concert?

· What is Harriet hoping to achieve by singing her song?

· How does Lorrie feel before the concert?

· How does Paul get Harriet to relax before the concert?

· Why does Harriet run off the stage?

· What does Lorrie say when she introduces Harriet’s song? How does the audience react to the song?

· Why does Harriet get annoyed with Lorrie when Lorrie meets her dad?

· How are things going to change for the girls next year?

Discussion

· What skills and qualities are needed to put together a performance like Starz N Space? How does each main character contribute to the final performance?

· How does Harriet feel about her father? How has her parents’ separation affected her relationship with him? How has her relationship with her mother changed? Why doesn’t her plan to get her parents get back together work?

· Do you agree with Lorrie that growing up can be “scary and exciting” at the same time? Explain your answer. Have you ever been in a position where your life has gone through major change? What were these changes and how did you cope with them?

Activities

Poster – Design a promotional poster for the school concert. Remember to include date, time and venue.

Diary entry –Imagine you are Lorrie.  Write a diary entry for the night after she messed up the audition time explaining what happened and her thoughts and feelings about it.

Flow diagram – Choose 10 important events from the story and make them into a flow diagram.

Song – Write the lyrics to Harriet’s song. Remember to include a chorus and use poetic language techniques such as repetition, rhyme, alliteration, metaphors and similes.

Review – Write a book review for STARZ. Include a brief plot summary; describe the setting and the characters.  Remember to include your personal opinion about the book.

Character Study – Choose a main character in the story and complete a character study of him/her. Include information on their good and bad qualities, their actions and behaviour, their thoughts and feelings and track how they develop and change during the course of the story.

Writing – Write an alternative ending for the story.

