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Synopsis

 Ian Walsh is a tall, thinnish, blond, curly haired sixth former who dreams of becoming a rock star. 

Thursday night is band practice night and with four weeks to go until the rock concert, practices are very important.  Ian is shocked and surprised when Marko suggests they need a girl singer to complete their band.  With the introduction of Rachel, comes a whole heap of problems.  

Living in a town that continues to be rocked by earthquakes, Ian finds that keeping his band together is becoming very difficult.

Schoolwork, home, band, friendship – everything seems to be pulling him in different directions.   His support and friendship with his lifelong friend, is withdrawn when she needs him most.

It could be easy for the reader to envy Ian.  School is a place to be endured and paid lip service to.  The band is all.  He could be perceived as having the best of all worlds. 

Throughout the novel Ian continues to discover that those around him do not necessarily share his dreams.  This is a voyage of self-discovery, a complicated route with which many readers will identify.  The characters are very real and they face situations that are recognisable and believable.

Themes covered include family, friendships, loyalty, resolution of conflict and growing up.

Introductory Discussion​

· This novel introduces characters who have formed a band at school.  Discuss opportunities for student bands.  What instruments do class members play?  Is anyone part of a band?  What do you consider the best combination for a band?  How does a band become popular?  How would you go about organising a concert for school bands at you school?
· Discuss earthquakes and the influences they have on New Zealand.  What experiences have the group had of earthquakes?  Would you consider your family prepared for a major earthquake?  How can you be prepared for such an emergency?
Students read chapters 1-5 (pp2-51) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· How did Ian convince his mother that he was sick?  Why could she not stay home and look after him?  Do you think he has wagged school before?  How does he feel about wagging school?

· What was Ian’s first reaction to Marko’s suggestion that they have a girl singer?  How would you describe Rachel’s first introduction to the band?   What predictions can you make about the direction and future of the band at this point?

· The characters are quite calm about the earthquakes.  How do you account for their reactions?  How serious is a four-point-five earthquake?  What precautions should they be taking in the event of a big one?

· What reason does Nat have for leaving home?  How does Ian try to help her?  What advice does he give her?   What other support could he give her at this stage?  Why do you think he keeps his distance?  What does this tell you about the character?

· Who is ‘Paddy-man”?  What is his job?  How does he treat Marko and Ian when they arrive at school?  Why was the detention considered a ‘token’?  What does that mean?

Discussion

· Ian has difficulty balancing his schoolwork, his social life, his job and his band.  What advice would you give him to ensure all get adequate attention?  What do you think is the order of importance for Ian?  How does this compare with his mother’s order of importance?  How does it compare with yours?

· You have been introduced to several members of the school staff.  How would you describe Ian’s interaction with the staff members?  With whom does he have the best relationship? 

· Ian’s mother was very disappointed with him when he wagged school.  What can she do to ensure it doesn’t happen again?  How well do you think she handled this disappointment?  What would happen at your house if you were caught wagging and behind with assignments?

· When Ian meets up with Nat he is really concerned for her.  What would you recommend him to do?  What advice would you give them both?  What agencies would be available for help?  What do you predict about Nat’s future?

· Describe in your own words Rachel and her influence on Ian and Marko so far?  Do you think she is aware of her impact on Ian?  Why does she make Ian feel uncomfortable?  What do you predict about their relationship?

Students read chapters 6-10 (pp 52 – 111) independently before the next shared session. 
Comprehension

· What had Rachel gone to the supermarket to pick up the night Ian got caught in the rain?  How did Ian get home?  How did he usually get around?

· Why did Rachel think they had a puncture?  How did the rest of the band react to this earthquake?  How many had they had recently?  

· Describe Marko’s mood when Rachel arrived at the practice with Ian?  Why did he react this way?  How could they have rectified the situation?  How does the rest of the band feel about this?  Do you think Rachel is deliberately upsetting the band members?  Justify your reply.

· Mr Crowley is a published poet.  What is the name of his latest work?  Where was he going to perform his poetry?  Why was Ian so surprised to read about his teacher?

· Why would Mr Hayes not let Muzza and the others into the basketball?  How was the moment defused?  Why was Nat with this group?

· How many people had Gavin expected at his party?  Who were the gatecrashers?  What damage was done?  What did Muzza and his gang bring back with them when they returned to the party?  What finally broke up the party?

· Why does Marko refuse to come to the practice? Why do you think he is acting this way?  How do the others feel about this?  What would you do in a similar situation?

Discussion

· Ian’s mother has begun to put an emergency kit together.  What does the Civil Defence recommend for an emergency kit?  Check the Yellow Pages for information about Civil Defence emergency procedures. 

· Why did Ian intend to phone Natalie before he went out?  Why did he not speak to her?  What do you think might have happened at her house?  How could Ian have helped? 

· Can you see a possible solution to the relationship between Marko, Ian and Rachel?  Do you think this is a believable situation?  

· Rachel’s arrival in the band has complicated things for everyone. How would you describe Rachel?  How do you think Terry or Ian would describe her?  

· Having people gatecrash a party is not unusual.  How could Gavin have organised his party better?  Who do you think called the police?  Discuss some rules for kids organising parties.  

Students to read to the end of the novel independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· Why were Ian’s mother and Don so concerned about him when they came home on Sunday night?  What did Ian’s mother want to do?  How did Don show his concern?

· Where did Ian stop off on his way home from Marko’s?  Why did he go there?  How was he feeling at this stage?  What does this tell you about this character?

· How did Ian’ s mother react when she found out about Ian and Rachel?  Why did Ian get so angry?  

· Why was Nat considered to be ‘at risk’?  What had the counsellor arranged for Nat to do?  How did she feel about this?  Why?

· Why did Mr Crowley advise Ian to compromise?  What advice had Ian wanted to hear from the Crow?  How did Ian react to this advice?

· What cautions had the principal given the band prior to their concert?  Why was he so concerned?  How did Ian and Marko react to the cautions?  Why?

· Why did Nat consider that Rachel upstaged the rest of the band?  How do you think the band felt about the performance?  

· Where was the band when the earthquake struck?  Who was hurt?  What were the injuries?  Who do you consider took control of the situation?  Why? 

· What had happened to Nat?  Who else was hurt?  What was Cruiser doing when Ian arrived at the house?  

Discussion

· Ian’s mother told him “You can’t make people into puppets.” (page 149).  What do you think she meant by that?   Why does she think Ian has been doing that?  Do you think Ian has been using people as his puppets?  Justify your response.
· Rachel suggests to Ian that they are the important ones in the band.  How do you think Ian feels about that?  What does this tell you about her character?  
· Discuss the damage done to the town.  How well do you consider your local civil defence would be able to cope with such an earthquake?  What help would you expect from the civil defence?  

· Nat had said that Cruiser was ‘really sweet’.  He was very upset when she died.  How do these images of Cruiser compare with his images throughout the novel?  What messages does the writer intend to portray through the character of Cruiser?  What other values and beliefs has the author conveyed through this novel?  How do they compare with your own beliefs?

· If there were one situation in the novel that you could change, what would it be?  How would you change it?  What effect would it have on the rest of the novel?

· Compare the earthquake in this novel with earthquakes that have happened in other novels.  Read The Quake by Eirlys Hunter.  In what ways do the character behave the same, and how do they react differently.  

Responses to Text Activities 

· Conflict Resolution
Allocate roles for all the band members including Rachel.  Hotseat each character for information about their thoughts and feelings about the band.  Consider several situations when this could occur.  E.g. when Rachel first sings in the band, after the party, the rehearsal when Marko didn’t appear, after the school concert.

· Points of View
Describe Gavin’s party in your own words.  Choose several points of view for your description.  Consider Muzza, Gavin and the police as options.  Restrict your time to three minutes per character.

· The Band Poster
Design a poster to put up around the school advertising the upcoming concert by High Sheen.  Use information from the novel to make your poster as authentic as possible.

· CD Cover

High Sheen has just released its first CD. Using the songs that Ian has written for the band, design a CD cover.  Consider your market and retail outlets for the CD.  

· Earthquake Brochure
Create an advertising campaign, aimed at teenagers, which would promote being prepared for a civil emergency.  Write a slogan, design brochures and posters that would make an impact on the 13-20 year old market.  Invite a representative from your local civil defence group to come and talk to your class to ensure you have valid information in your brochure.

· The Reunion

Organise a class reunion for ten years time.  Have each class member, and teacher, recall their memories of the events leading up to the earthquake and their part in it.  Hotseat each character about the effect and influence these events had on their lives.

· The Council

The earthquake has largely destroyed the town.   Write a letter to the council with suggestions about its rebuilding from a teenager’s point of view.  Justify each of your suggestions in the hopes of convincing the council about the importance of considering teenagers’ needs.

· First Aid

Invite a member of the St John’s Ambulance service to come and demonstrate basic, emergency first aid. 

Investigate the possibility of starting a first aid course at your school. Find out the costs, times and commitment required by students.

Write a letter to the principal and your BOT asking permission to run such a course.

Design a flyer advertising the course include an application form.

