Skull Island

G. Brassi

Synopsis

Q: What do you do when Dad is studying for an important exam and need some peace and quiet?

Q: What do you do when you find that Ratty, and his arch-enemy Johnson, have stowed away in the car?

Q: What do you do when you discover stolen treasure stuffed up the chimney?

Q: What do you do when you hear strange noises in the night and the window starts to open?

Q: What do you do when you find your Dad knocked unconscious under the window?

Q: What do you do when you find yourself hunted by a gang of very annoyed jewel thieves?

This is the story of Lyndee and her family as they find themselves involved in a real life pirate adventure.

Text Type

This is a fast-paced novel that is action packed and eventful enough to keep the reluctant reader focussed.  The characters are very real and their handling of the situation is credible and fun.  Lyndee is the family storyteller.  When her stories of pirates and adventure begin to be reflected in real life, she starts to wonder if she is responsible.  

The illustrations that support the novel are amusing and clever.  

Themes covered include family, honesty, decision making and crisis management

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and four independent reading sessions. 

Shared sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions. Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session One

· Study the cover illustration and read the blurb.  From these sources what can you discover about the novel?  What predictions can you make?

· Discuss family holidays.  What are your best and worst experiences of family holidays?  What would be your ideal holiday?

Teacher to read to the end of chapter one.  Students to read along in their own books.  

Discussion

· Discuss the characters so far.  What information have you gathered about each character?  What do Mum’s reactions to going away, discovering the extras on board and her general behaviour, tell of her personality?  Have you met a similar character in other books? 

· Design a character profile for each of the children. Add to this profile as the story develops. 

· What predictions can you make about this story?  Where do you think they will end up for the weekend?  What do you think might happen to them?  What information has the author introduced that might effect the outcome of this story?

· Describe the setting for this novel.  Where do you think this story could take place?  What type of study do you think Dad could be doing?

· If you had a choice for a triple-decker ice cream, what flavours would you choose?

Students read to the end of chapter 5 to discover where the family ends up for the weekend, and the subsequent events.

Shared Session Two

Discuss the story so far.

· Have you ever been on a ferry?  How does your experience compare with that of the ferry in the novel? 
· From the description given, retell your first impressions of the bach as if you were talking to a friend on the telephone. 
· Write a list of essential items you would pack for a weekend at a bach with no electricity.  Rate your list from most to least important. 

· Con thinks the door is spooked.  Lyndee thinks pirates are involved.  What has led them to these conclusions?  What do you think you would conclude from the events?

· How did the children react to finding out they have to use a longdrop toilet?  What does this toilet tell you of the location for this novel?  Have you ever visited a longdrop?  Share stories of longdrop experiences.

Students read to the end of chapter 8 to discover who or what has been using the bach.

Shared Session Three

Discussion 

· How do you think Mum would have been feeling hearing the noises outside the cabin?  What does her handling of the situation tell you about this character?  What would you advise her to do next time?

· What do you think would have happened if the ‘noises’ had been the burglars and not Dad?  How would Mum and the children have acted differently?  

· What would you have done in this situation?  What would you have done the same, what would you have done differently?  Justify your response.

· The mood of the story has changed dramatically during these chapters.  How would you describe the moods from the moment they first saw the bach, until Dad arrives?  Make a timeline of the events and discuss the moods and emotions of the characters.

Students read to the end of the novel to see if the burglars return to claim their treasure.

Shared Session Four

Discussion

· How would you describe the relationship between Ratty and Johnson?  How would the children react if Johnson were to eat Ratty? 

· Describe the drive back to the jetty. Choose a character and retell the trip form his or her point of view.  Consider what Ratty or Johnson might say about the ride. 

· Why do you think the family decided to give the treasure to the police?  What reasons did they have for acting this way?  What do their actions tell of these characters?

· What do think will happen now?  Will the burglars get caught?  Will there be a reward?  Complete the story in your own words.

· What parts of the novel do you consider the most exciting?  What was the climax of the novel?  How far through the novel did the climax occur? 

· What time of the year do you think this novel took place?  Refer to places in the novel that support your claim.

·  The whole family joined in the singing at the end of the novel.  Why do you think this happened?  What would the other passengers be thinking about their behaviour?

Responses to Text Activities

· Television Report  Complete a television report about the events in this novel.  Interview the characters to find out what happened.  Interview some of the passengers to show their reactions to the events that they met on the island.  Video your report and show it to the rest of the class.

· Draw a map of the island.  Using the information from the novel, draw a map, complete with landmarks and points of interest, of Skull Island.  Identify the jetty and the location of the Quinn’s bach.

· Lyndee’s Story  Write another chapter in Lyndee’s pirate story.  Illustrate your work.
· Songs to illustrate a point  Mum has a song for every occasion.  Select your own songs that have lyrics that would be appropriate for this story.  If necessary you may change some of the words but the song should still be recognisable.
· Keeping Amused  Write a timetable of suggested games and activities for you and your family when staying at a bach such as the Quinn’s. 

· Design a storyboard illustrating the events from the time the doorknob fell on Con’s toe (page 25) until Ratty was safe on the rafters (page 26).

· Organise a debate  Choose sides, either for or against a debate topic.  Allow two minutes each to talk to your topic.  The leader of each side has one minute to reply.  Suggested  moots could be

· Finders Keepers.  

· Electricity is not essential.
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