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Synopsis

The school holidays are over and Davin Smith and his friends Tu, Tammy, Connor and Vinny head back to school. They return to find that they have an enthusiastic new teacher called Mrs Wing who sets them a homework task called “mind your own business”. Each student has to create their own business. At the end of the 2 terms Mrs Wing judges the presentations of each student and chooses a winner. Davin has trouble deciding what to do initially but then he has a great idea – to create a worm farm. Soon his business expands and he has incorporated chickens, pigs and eels into his operation. It is a lot of work but Davin is determined to win the grand prize. Davin’s life becomes increasingly chaotic as he juggles his menagerie and tries to stay out of the way of his nasty neighbours Scuz and Oil. Things become even more exciting when Wag, Davin’s new puppy, finds a car theft ring.

Text Type

This is an extremely fast-paced novel which is easy to read. This humorous story is eventful enough to appeal to all readers and boys particularly. The characters are realistic and the dialogue is credible. The main character Davin presents a good role-model to readers. He tries hard at school and has a sound work ethic. Themes in this novel include friendship, family and the kiwi “can do” attitude. It shows that if you work hard you will be rewarded for your efforts.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be shared over 5 teaching sessions and 4 individual reading sessions. 

During the shared sessions allow students to share their ideas and ask questions about what they are reading. Encourage them to think critically about the novel and the themes covered. The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from the novel and offer a range of presentation options.

Introductory Discussion

· Study the front cover of the book only (do not read the blurb).

· Make a prediction about what you think the book is going to be about based on the cover illustration. Consider such things as the title of the book, the setting of the book and the significance of the animals in the illustration.

Teacher reads aloud chapter 1 and 2. Students follow along in their books to find out what project Mrs Wing gives her class.

Human Treasure Hunt

Students complete a human treasure hunt for the first two chapters of the book. Each question must be answered by a different member of the class. Students then write down the name of the person who answered the question and the answer.

1. Who is the narrator in the story?

2. Find a person who lives on a farm who knows what Davin got for his birthday from his mum.

3. Who gave Davin the dog collar?

4. Find someone with blue eyes who knows what relation Tu and Tammy are to each other.

5. What is Davin’s brother’s name?

6. How did Dessy know what Davin was going to get for his birthday?

7. Find someone who owns a dog who knows why Davin didn’t want Vinny to feed Wag.

8. How many chickens are on the front of the book?

9. Find a girl who knows who won the throwing competition.

10. Where is the story set?

11. Describe what Mrs Wing is like.

12. Find someone who watched Shortland Street last night who can tell you why Mrs Wing kept calling Tu Godfrey.

13. What does the word “withering” mean?

14. What do Tu and Vinny decide to do for their projects?

15. Find someone who has read 2much4u, the first book in this series.

Students read Chapters 3-7 (pp.29-81) independently to find out what Davin decides to do for his project.

Comprehension Chapters 3-7 (pp. 29-81)

· What advice does Davin’s mum offer him about the “mind your own business” project?

· What does Davin have to do to earn the $20 for his project?

· Who was Davin day-dreaming about when the grating fell on him?

· What does Tu tell Mrs Wing that his business is? What is he really doing?

· Who does Davin go into partnership with? What idea does he come up with for their business? What is Tammy’s reaction to this idea?

· What is Connor’s idea for the project? Why is an internet café a really  good idea?

· Where do Davin and Vinny find the stripped car? Who do they see near the car? Why do they decide not to tell the police everything? 

· What do Tammy and Davin try and sell at the market? Why does Tammy break the partnership? How many containers does Davin end up selling?

Discussion

· What do you think Davin’s mum was trying to teach him by suggesting that he work for the $20?

· Davin’s mum could be considered a good role-model for young women. Why do you think this is? 

· What signal does Davin have for when he is in trouble on the farm? Can you think of any other precautions people on farms could take to make sure that they are safe?

· Why do you think that it is illegal for people under 18 years old to gamble? What do you think of Tu’s business idea?  

Students read chapters 8-12 (pp.82-125) independently to find out how Davin begins to expand his business.

Comprehension Chapters 8-12 (pp. 82-125)

· Where does Matt work? What do you think happened to Davin’s father?

· How does Davin expand his business operation initially? Who does Davin sell his new product to?

· Why does Davin start feeding the eels worms? How does he turn this into another part of his business?

· What does Oil want to do with the fallen trees? Why doesn’t Mrs Smith agree to the plan? How does Oil try and intimidate Mrs Smith?

· What is Tammy’s new business called? Davin and Vinny get to experience the tour. What activities do they participate in?

Discussion

· Why was Davin foolish to write to Dessy and accuse her of seeing someone else? Did he have a right to be angry? What can some of the consequences be of acting rashly before you have all the facts?

· Describe the character of Mrs Wing. Why is she such a popular teacher? What sorts of things does she do that her students enjoy? What do you think makes a really good teacher?

Students read Chapters 13-16 (pp.126-164) independently to find out how Davin copes with his expanding business and who is responsible for the stolen cars.

Comprehension Chapters 13-16 (pp. 126-164)

· Who is Evan Mortimer? Why is he important to Davin’s business?

· What does Davin decide to buy to expand his business again? Who gives him the idea?

· Describe the routine that Davin develops for his animal empire.

· How much does Tu bet on the horse race? How and where does Tu listen to the race? Why does Tu get in trouble with Mrs Wing?

· What devastating news does Vinny get?

· Why is Mrs Wing late to class?

· Which pig escapes? What steps does Davin take to try and find him?

· Wag also escapes. Where does Davin find him? What does Davin see parked in the shed? What else does Davin find there?

· Who does Davin bump into on the way home? Why is this a problem? Who does Davin tell about what he has seen?

· What happens to Davin while he is riding his bike home?

Discussion

· Describe the characters of Oil and Scuz. What do we learn about their activities throughout the novel? What is Mr Harnett like? Is he a good father? Why/why not? Can you predict what will happen to Oil and Scuz in the future?

Students read to the end of the book to find out who wins the prize.

Comprehension Chapters 17-20 (pp. 165-204)

· What is Tu’s last ditch effort to turn his business around? Is this a sensible thing to do? Why/why not?

· What percentage of the sale price of the eels does Davin negotiate with Mr Fisher?

· Who does Davin catch trying to steal his eels? Why are they allowed to be there? Why aren’t they in jail?

· What does Davin throw at the thieves? Who comes along and rescues Davin? How does he convince the thieves not to take the eels?

· Describe how Davin makes his presentation to the class. What does Davin call his business? 

· Who wins the dinner voucher? Who ends up taking the place of one of the winners?

· What happened to Oil and Scuz?

Discussion

· Davin has become a good businessman. Discuss how he has expanded his business and why it proved so successful (think about things such as his negotiation skills, agreements that he made, using his initiative etc).

· Do you think that both Tammy and Davin deserved to win first prize? Why/why not? Back up your ideas with specific references to the text.

· Davin and his friends are good sports and support each other with their projects. Do you agree with this statement? Find examples from the story to illustrate your point of view. What qualities do you need to have to be a good friend?

Activities

· Map – draw a map of the Smith’s farm. Remember to include where Davin keeps his worms, chickens, pigs, his dog Wag and the creek where the eels are.

· Poster – Design a wanted poster for either Adrian Harnett (Oil) or Eli Harnett (Scuz).

· Brochure – Design a brochure for Tammy’s Tawhiti Tours. Include features of the tour including the price, activities available and the meals provided.

· Timeline – Make a timeline of the events in the life of the main character.

· Writing – Write at least half a page explaining what problems Davin faces and how he copes with them.

· Collage – Themes in this story include friendship, family and the kiwi “can do” attitude. Choose a main theme from the novel and do a collage that illustrates this idea. Remember to include words and images associated with this theme.

· Interview – Make up 10 interview questions (with answers) for the main character
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