The Stolen



Shirley Corlett

NOVEL STUDY

Somewhere between dying and arriving at a chosen afterlife, is the World of the Stolen Dead.  This is where Agathorea - waits to snatch those who have died an interesting death and imprison them in his dungeons for his own entertainment.  Twice a year, for twelve hours only, the guides who live their afterlives fighting Agathorea and his poisonous stingers, can help rescue those who have been stolen.   It is in this dreadful place that Toni, Nick and Gemma find themselves after Toni’s great-great-Aunty Joy appears and begs Toni to rescue her beloved Tom.  Tom who had been killed sixty years before, flying a Spitfire during the Second World War.  

How many more time must he re-enact his death for Agathorea before he joins his fiancee?  Is twelve hours enough for Toni and her friends to find and save him?  Who is their handsome guide, Pheidi?  Where is he from and how did he die?

This powerful and thought-provoking novel introduces the reader to a whole new world, and to concepts that will challenge and appall.  Shirley Corlett has developed plausible and realistic characters and placed them in situations far worse than their worst nightmares.  Each of the characters is exposed to situations that challenge deep fears and insecurities, forcing them to take actions they would never have contemplated.

Heart-pumping action all through the book ensures the reader will long remember their visit to the World of the Stolen Dead.

Read A Note From The Author to focus the story.

· Discuss the importance of having family photographs.  Identify the purposes for which photographs are taken.

· Share stories from family history that could make the basis of a novel.  What are they ingredients of a good novel?  How do you decide if a novel is good or not? 

· Investigate the world events that were happening at the time of Joy’s death.  What are some of the significant historical events in New Zealand at that time? 

Chapters 1-3  (pp. 9-55)

Comprehension

· What caused the falling out between Nick and Toni’ s parents?

· How did Toni and Nick discover they were related?

· How did the three friends get to the afterworld?

· Why did they not sign on the dotted line?

Discussion

· Describe Toni’s relationship with her mother and her brothers?  Why do you think she acts this way?  What would be reasonable expectations for her mother?

· Discuss Nick’s home life.  What have you learned about him and his thoughts and feelings?  What are some of the pressures on him?  How has he reacted to this pressure?  What recommendations can you make to him about his life?

· What are the similarities and differences between Nick and Toni’s lives?  Why do you think they are friends?  Would either of them fit into your group of friends?  Justify your response.

· Identify the key information and make a storyboard as a summary of the events. Discuss what will happen next.

Chapters 4-7 (pp. 56-107)

Comprehension

· What are the People of the Wailings?  Why must they stay in the phantom village?

· Why is Pheidi making them hurry?

· Why were so many frogs arriving in the afterworld?  Why does this concern Pheidi?

· Why is Pheidi’s belt so important?

· Why does Pheidi refer to the others as ‘imposters’?

· What is an oasis?  Why did Toni refer to Safe Haven as a ‘mirage’?

Discussion

· Describe in your own words Agathorea and what you have learned about him so far.  What have you learned about Agathis and its inhabitants?  How will this information help Toni and the others?  List the information in order of importance for Toni.

· How do you think Pheidi will get the others into Agathis?  What do you base this prediction on?  Plan how you would get in and rescue Tom.  What other information do you require before you make your rescue attempt?

· Use a calculator to work out what Pheidi’s escape success rate as a percentage.  Would this be good enough for you to make the attempt?  How do you think Toni feels about their chances of success?  What about the others?

· Describe Pheidi – his physical appearance and personality. From the information so far, what ‘educated guesses’ can you make about him?  Describe the interactions between him and the others in his little group.  

Chapter 8-12 (pp.108-169)

Comprehension

· What happened during Toni’s first encounter with the Wall?  What are your impressions about the Wall?  Why?

· Why don’t the prisoners try to escape the Back Wall?  How does Agathorea keep them there?

· Who lived next door to Tom?  What was their relationship to each other?

· Make a sketch of Agathorea from the description given on page 136.

· Why was Plucky able to jump through the Wall?  How does this help Toni and Nick?

· Why did Nick tell the truth to Toni?  What other truths did he learn about himself?

· What changes did Toni make to her life after she returned from the World of the Stolen Dead?

Discussion

· What is the most significant incident for each of the three teens?  What impact does this incident have on them when they return to their own time?

· Why do you think the author has their memories fade?  What difference would it make if they could still remember the events?

· Discuss the options available for Nick now that he has faced the truth.  How will he deal with Matty and the others?  How do you see him in ten years time?  Justify your response.

· Compare the thoughts and beliefs of the group about life after death.  How different or similar are they to what is proposed in this novel?  

Responses to Text

· Investigate the medals of WW1 and WW2.  What were they awarded for?  How many were awarded?  Investigate the recipients of these medals and the acts for which they were awarded.   What medals are awarded today?  What is their significance?  Invite a war veteran to come and talk to the group about his/her wartime experiences.  

· Take a walk around the local cemetery. Treat the cemetery with respect. What can you learn about your community from the headstones?  Study the inscriptions.  How have the inscriptions changed over time?  Write a headstone for Tom or Joy in a style from the period, and one for the present day.

· Research Pheidippides.  Retell his story in a form suitable for a younger student.  Consider an illustrated story with an audiotape.  Try retelling this story in comic form.  

· Is there any truth to Pheidi’s warning that pollution is killing frogs and destroying the environment? Investigate frogs that are native to New Zealand.  Prepare a status report about them.  

· Marama and Beatrice were both killed in the New Zealand land wars in the 1860s. Investigate the lives of women during that time of New Zealand history.  Re-enact the daily lives of Marama and Beatrice and the events leading to their deaths.  Freeze-frame the events at intervals. Have the two characters speak their thoughts aloud.

· Prepare a three-minute speech.  Ensure you have an introduction and that all your key points are substantiated.  

Suggested topics could be:

· My expectations of live after death.

· Select a character, major or minor, and retell the life story of that character.  Ensure your facts are historically accurate.

· Sell one of the WW2 airplanes to the class.  Outline the benefits, costs, ongoing expenses etc..  

· Retell the story from Agathorea’s point of view.  Outline your rights and reasons.  Convince your audience that you are being victimised.

· Write a review of this novel and send it to the publisher or author.  Include your opinion of the themes and characters.  Offer suggestions for a sequel for this novel.  

· Imagine you could make a film of this novel. 

What would you be looking for in the actors you use for your characters? 

What location would you use?  Recommend a suitable New Zealand location.

Design costumes for the characters. 

Design sets for the main scenes. 

Design posters advertising your film.

· Nick’s day in court

Ensure there are enough characters for the size of the class

Matty and his friends, (they must have an agreed scenario of what happened that night)

The Old Man

Nick

Nick’s parents

The police,

A judge,

Prosecution and defence lawyers. 

Character witnesses-Toni and her parents

A jury of twelve.

Allow plenty of preparation times to ensure the characters have all the information necessary for their role. 

Review television footage of a trial as a model for behaviour, especially of the lawyers.

Video the trial – allocate roles such as, video operator, director.

Teacher Notes: Trish Webb 2000

Edited by: Wendy Rundle







4

