Storm

Margaret Beames
Synopsis

Erin has never had any doubt about what she wants to do when she leaves school.  She wants to be a farmer like her father and mother.  She finds that being home only at the weekends and during the holidays, is too short a time to enjoy this life that she loves.  

Try as she will, Erin finds that the boring jobs around the farm don’t keep her from daydreaming and, as a result, neither of her parents has any confidence in her ability to concentrate and complete a job properly. Things,however, have a habit of changing and Erin must call on all her concentration and resourcefulness to help her father after he has an accident on the farm.

Text Type

Storm, another title in the Extreme series, focuses on the main character facing a personal challenge.  Erin tells this story, herself, in the first person.  

The careful development of her character gives the reader many opportunities to appreciate all her qualities and sympathise, even empathise, with her as she moves from one minor catastrophe to another.  Erin is a very likeable and believable hero. She proves herself to be a caring, thoughtful person possessing all the requirements, when the chips are down, to make and undertake excellent decisions.

The story is a useful vehicle for city-bound readers to engage with a country setting and compare their lives with that of Erin, a country girl.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. 

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions. Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing Session 1 

 Before Reading

Open the book and study the picture on the cover.

· List words that convey the feelings and emotions of the girl and the illustration.

· Explain how the illustrator has achieved a sense of urgency? 

Read the blurb

· What predictions can you make about the story?  Why?

· What information does the illustration add to the blurb?

· What extra information does the blurb add to the illustration?

What other books has Margaret Beames written?

Discuss the Extreme logo in the top left hand corner.

How does the technique Manu Smith  used in illustrating the cover of “Storm” compare with his other work?

Teacher to read to the end of Chapter 1, students read from their own texts.

· Compare Erin’s school life to your own?  Why does she stay at school all week?  Where would she live?  How different would your life be if you only came home for the weekends and holidays?  If your students are at a Boarding School compare similarities.

· Erin was tempted to mislay her school report.  What could this tell you about the report?  Have you ever been tempted to do this?  Why are reports important?  Make up some suggestions for presenting a bad report to parents..

· Brainstorm all you know about lambing and coping with orphan lambs.

· Discuss your first impressions about life on the Woodman’s farm – the people, the life, the farm.

Students read to the end of Chapter 3 independently before the next sharing session, focussing on Erin’s character.

Sharing Session 2

· Describe Erin’s relationship with her brother, Sam.  

· How do you think her mother’s reaction to the burnt milk affected Erin?  Can you justify her reaction?  How else could the situation been handled?

· How would you describe her father’s reaction to the car washing incident?  Was his reaction justified?  How else could it have been resolved?  

· Compare the techniques of both parents.  Who do you think should have cleaned up the mess?  Justify your response.

· What do the teacher’s comments on her report tell you about Erin at school?  How does Erin feel about her report?  Rewrite the report from Erin’s point of view.

· What do you think is going to happen next?  Justify your response.

Students read to the end of Chapter 5 independently focussing on the plot development.

Sharing Session 3

· Refer back to the map on page 4 and orientate yourself on the farm.  Where did Erin rescue the lamb?  Where did she go to find her father?  

· Describe the range of emotions Erin would have experienced during the rescue of the lamb.  Justify your response.

· The seriousness of the situation has made Erin much more responsible.  What changes do you notice about her as she prepares to go and find her father?

· The dogs play a huge role in bringing help to Erin’s father.   How real do you consider their role?  Have you read or heard about other animals helping to rescue humans?  Share your stories with the group.

· When Erin returns to the farm she has to make some life and death decisions.  Make a list of all the things she should do and the things she should take when she returns to rescue her father.  Consider the weather, his injuries, and her physical strength as you make the list.  Be prepared to justify everything on the list.

Read to the end of the story independently before Session 4, focussing on how the setting challenges Erin.

Sharing Session 4

· What are some of the thoughts and feelings Erin would be having as she rode back to help her father?  Write out her thoughts as reported speech or as speech bubbles.

· What thoughts and feelings would Erin’s father be having as he waits for Erin to return?  What plans would he be making for his own survival?

· Erin and her father have experienced a reversal of roles after the accident.  Discuss the effect this reversal will have on each of them and the future.

· Mr McKenzie to the rescue.  Erin would have been relieved to see him.  Why is this?  Do you think she could have completed the rescue herself?

· What differences will there be between Erin and her parents as a result of this accident?  What difficulties could there be that will need to be resolved?

· Discuss the importance of the setting to the plot development.

· How would you describe the change in Erin’s character from the beginning of the story to the end?

· Make a plot profile using the chapters as the measure of plot development.  Rate the excitement level of each chapter.  At what point does the plot climax?  Share your ideas.

Responses to text activities
Written Language

· Make a list of everything Erin did before she left the house, and the things she took with her and compare them to the list you made in Sharing Session 3.  What are the things that you would consider a priority under these circumstances?  Justify your response.
· Write out the time line for Erin as she prepared the meal and muffins for her father.
· Pretend you are Erin’s father.  Rewrite the accident and subsequent rescue from his point of view.
· Begin a comparison chart of life for Erin on the farm and your life.  How do your lives differ?  How are they the same? 
· Make up a relationship profile for Erin and both of her parents.
Visual Language

·  Sketch the site of the accident after Erin had set up the tarpaulin.  Include the bike and all the rescue gear she brought with her.  Identify and label your sketch.
· Present a TV news report about the accident and rescue.  Interview all those involved, excluding the dogs.  Use a video camera to record the news presentation.
Oral Language

· Prepare and present the speech Erin gives when she receives her bravery award from the police.

· Choose one scene and present it as a radio play, complete with sound effects.

· Role play the reunion between Erin and her mother after the accident.
Reading

· Select another title in the Extreme series – The Gap, Trapped or Attacked.  What similar challenges does the character face?

· Read another story by Margaret Beames eg The Shearwater Bell, or Archway Arrow.
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