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Synopsis

Jordan and Ryan had no trouble deciding what their Science Fair project was going to be.  Making their secret concoction in the family kitchen was trouble.  Getting rid of the powerful smell, that certainly was trouble.  Encouraging members of the first fifteen rugby team to test it was trouble, too.  But their biggest trouble was with Mum when Lapska, her prize-winning pooch, began to show some very strange behaviours each time she came near their groundbreaking research. 

Text Type

Written in the third person, this novel engages the reader in an entertaining though improbable adventure involving a science experiment for the Science Fair. 

Jordan’s relationship with his mother’s dog is unusual, as is her overprotective attitude towards her prize-winning pet.  Strong relationships exist between the parents and their children.  Both Jordan and Ryan are supported and encouraged in their quest for winning the Science Fair.  

The novel is easy to read and well paced.  It can be considered as a high interest novel for less confident older readers.  It is also an enjoyable read for more able students.

Sharing the Novel
This novel can be shared over three shared sessions and two independent reading sessions.

Shared sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions.  

Rereading and quotations should be encouraged to back up explanations and substantiate ideas.

Themes explored are family, friends, co-operation, setting and achieving goals, perseverance.

Shared Session 1
· Study the cover illustration and the blurb on the back cover.  Discuss the possibilities for this novel.   What do you think is happening?  What could be some of the outcomes?

· Discuss Science Fairs.  What do the students already know about them?  Where could you access other information?  Write some questions about Science Fairs and investigate them  

Teacher to read to the end of chapter 1 to set the scene and introduce the characters.

· What was the secret knock used by Ryan and Jordan?  Why do you think they have a secret knock?  From whom are they guarding their secret?  Who wants to know?  

· Describe Jordan’s relationship with his mother’s dog.  Who enjoys the most realistic relationship with the dog, Jordan or his mother?  Explain your reasons.

Students read to the end of chapter 4 to discover what their invention is and if there is any possibility of it making them rich.

Shared Session 2
· What programme did Jordan’s mother want him to record?  What does this tell you about her interests?  What reasons could she have for wanting to watch the programme?

· What did Jordan ask his father to bring him from the zoo?  What other arguments could Jordan have used to encourage his father to bring home what he wanted?

· Why did Jason Miller attack Jordan in the science class?  What could have happened had Ryan not interrupted?  How could Jordan have escaped the situation without Ryan’s help?

Discussion points

· What do you think the hypothesis is for Jordan and Ryan’s science project?  How successful do you think they will be?  What problems can you foresee for them?   What would be your advice to them at this stage?
· Discuss the two boys.  What impressions have you gathered about them so far?  Provide textural evidence to support your claims.  Why are they friends?  Would they fit into your group of friends?
· Besides boiling the smell away, what other alternatives would you suggest?  Where would have been a more appropriate boiling up place?  How effective do you really think boiling would be?  Why?
Students read to the end of chapter 10 to see how they resolve the smell problem and the results of the Science Fair.  What will happen at the Dog Show?

Shared Session 3.
· What was Sampson Sweeney’s reaction when he drank the Footyfuel?  Why do you think he drank it?  List reasons for and against drinking the Footyfuel.

· What was the ‘accidental discovery’ Ryan was talking about?  How does this ‘discovery’ change the direction of their science experiment?  How much more successful was this change of direction?  Why?

· Why was Jordan’s mother so stressed about the Dog Show?  How does she express her stress?  How do you think she normally handles the lead up to the Dog Show?  What has compounded her stress levels this time?

· Why did Ryan and Jordan win the Science Fair?  What did they win?  What commercial possibilities have opened up for them?  Do you believe they could become rich from their project?  Why?

Discussion Points

· Discuss dog repellants.  Why are they considered necessary?  In what situations could they be used?  What type of people would benefit from the use of dog repellants?  Should they be legal?  Should a license be needed to own them?

· What do you think is the underlying theme of this novel?  What is the author’s message?  Retell the story from Lapska’s point of view.  How does the message change?  Retell it from Jordan’s mother’s point of view.  Does the message change?

· What would you buy with the prize money?  Use brochures to get prices and see if your dreams can be realised on $500.  Do you think money should be the prize at a Science Fair?  Why?  What other options could organisers have? 

Using the Text – Follow-up Response Activities
Written Language

· Brainstorm the group’s knowledge about dog shows.  Design some questions that could be asked of a dog show expert.  Invite an expert to school or access a site on the Internet to get answers for your questions.
· Write three questions for each of the main characters –Jordan, Ryan, Lapska, Jordan’s mother.  Hotseat them for their replies.
· Dog Shows and Science Fairs have judging criteria.  Select an event and write the judging criteria for it.  E.g. school lunches, computer games etc.  Design an evaluation sheet to go with your criteria.

· Write a diary for Jordan on those days leading up to the Science Fair.  Investigate diaries to select a style you like.  Be sure to include the good as well as the bad events during that time.  Be imaginative and decorate it with graffiti and cartoons to express your feelings.

· Write the recipe for the concoction Ryan and Jordan made.  Investigate recipe books to find a style you like.  Illustrate your recipe.
· Identify the main events in the novel.  Develop timelines for the two main plots, the science experiment and the dog show.  Determine where the two plots overlap and influence each other.  What possibilities could there be if these overlaps were different?  Choose one of these points, change the outcome and rewrite the events that happened after.
· Identify the problems Ryan and Jordan faced in the development of their product.  What strategies did they use to overcome them?  Make a summary sheet of the problems and the solutions.
· Write a letter of complaint to the organisers of the Dog Show about the chaos.  Demand a rerun of the event.  List the reasons for your demands.
Oral Language

· Design a commercial or a report for either Footyfuel or Dog-gone.  It may be for radio or television.  Be sure to include an interview with one or both of the inventors.
· Distinguish between events that could have happened or couldn’t have happened, are believable or are not believable, had good results or bad results.  Report back to the group. How do you arrive at these conclusions?  Justify your selections. 
· Brainstorm some ideas for a Science Fair.  They may be realistic or fanciful. 

· Organise a debate on the ethics of using animals for reasons other than food.

· Cultural differences towards animals and their uses should be respected.

· Endangered species should be fully protected.

· Animals have rights and we must respect them.
Visual Language

· Design an advertising campaign for either Footyfuel or Dog-gone.  Decide on a logo, captions, posters, packaging etc. 

· What if the concoction attracted, rather than repelled dogs?  What if the concoction made animals bigger, or smaller, or able to talk.  Choose another possibility for the story and design the storyboard for this possibility.

· Prepare a flow chart to illustrate the sequence of events.  Identify the decision making events and present options that may have been possible.

· Freeze frame scenes from the novel.  Select an event and have the students make up the scene.  Freeze the scene as if for a photograph.  Have a director analyse the scene and recommend changes of position, expression, attitude etc.  Regroup and freeze again as directed.

· Forum Theatre.  Have the students act out a scene from the novel.  At any point a member of the audience may swap places with one of the actors or direct a change to the scene.
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