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Journey to Tangiwai   



David Hill

Major Themes; (linked by Scout group training to reach National First Aid Finals in Auckland )

Disasters: Tangiwai  mention of Napier Earthquake   Titanic   

War:  WW2   Korean War  Anzac Day  Conscientious Objectors  Pacifists    RSA

Social Organisation: class   status   role of women   teen rebels  individualists  effects of war on established social structures  Monarchy/Coronation

Personal/Emotional Level : Terminal Illness   Friendship    Values  Corporal Punishment   Poverty   Ethics/Beliefs   Ambition  Family  Relationships  Friction

Covers: Everyday life   Daily Activities, Family life   Housing   Food   Entertainment   Fashion   Religion   School    Jobs   Transport   Voluntary Organisations - Scouts/St Johns  Shopping Technology  Health  Competition and Co operation

Mentioned are working days, part time work, paper round, Queen’s Coronation, School subjects, uniforms, caning, lasting effects of war on returned soldiers and their families, families without fathers, mothers working, children with responsibility, lack of men, Harbour Bridge, status of Doctors and Teachers, factory workers, Mt Everest climb, Edmund Hillary, desire to be a writer, Polio non conformists ; Bodgies, conchies , corner milk bar, movies, radio shows, snobbery, household equipment, food, 

Reasons for Using this Text

Making learning interesting, linking teaching to information students have already and helping them explore and gather new ideas. Attitudes and knowledge can be done very effectively with Journey to Tangiwai

 An integrated literature learning unit with a Social Studies focus  

The story lends itself to values exploration and social decision-making. It presents a detailed and accessible story of an 11 year old boy growing up in a small town, Napier, fifty years ago when daily life was very different from now.  Major  issues and historical events such as War ,conscientious objectors, the Coronation, the ascent of Mt Everest impacted on ordinary New Zealanders’ lives and changed them forever. 

Why and how can you use this story ?

Read the story first then look at some of the other excellent resources from this period that are stored on the National Library site,  in local libraries and video stores.

Consider the needs, interests and abilities of the class.

The story provides a literature based starting point and rich source of historical information to explore several key areas of the Social Studies Curriculum. It can be used effectively from Year 5 on. It will appeal  to learners at any level and of varying ability because information is presented in manageable chunks, easily digestible for less keen readers but full of information that will extend and challenge the more able.

 Social Studies   Links to all strands;

· Time, Continuity and Change: relationships between people and events through time and interpretations of these relationships 

· how people’s ideas and actions in the past have changed the lives of others

· Place and Environment: how and why people express a sense of belonging to a particular place

· Culture and Heritage: knowing and understanding ways in which communities reflect their culture and heritage

· Social Organisation: how value positions develop and ways in which groups accept or resolve differences related to values positions

People’s organisations in groups, rights roles and responsibilities of people as they   interact within groups 
· Resources and Economic: factors that affected people’s participation in economic activities

Refer to Social Studies in the New Zealand Curriculum; Getting Started   Ministry of Education 1998 for more links and ideas

Diary writing: A superb genre model for diary writing. 

Health: First Aid  Drugs; Smoking; effects of tobacco

The young central characters provide positive role models, cooperating and making decisions about their own well being. Their practical skills in First Aid are integral to the objectives of the Health Curriculum and help them to be prepared to cope in the life threatening situation which is subtly referred to in the snippet at the beginning of each chapter.          

At the end of the story David Hill has written comprehensive historical notes that background what a different type of society young Peter Cotterill lived in fifty years ago in Napier.  The changes that he mentions cover every aspect of life and these detailed notes should be used to lead into or support some of the activities below .

Written Language

Exploring Diary Writing as a Genre

A diary is a personal recount. It records the experiences, ideas, feelings and attitudes of the writer. It is in chronological order and often has links to both the past and references to the future. Diaries are written in the first person. Peter’s diary not only records his daily life but refers to several special events and culminates in an eye witness account of the Tangiwai disaster which he fatefully became part of through his involvement in the Boy Scouts.  Some other famous and popular diaries include……., 

Activities could include

· Secret Suitcase: Keep their own Personal diary, writing for five minutes each day and sharing it with the teacher if they choose to. This is a good way of getting writing mileage without the pressure of presentation. These can be put in a locked suitcase to ensure confidentiality. 

· Eye Witness: Study a New Zealand disaster e.g.  Ballantyne’s Fire, the sinking of the Wahine or the Napier Earthquake and use the final chapters of Journey to Tangiwai as the model for their own eye witness account of being involved in a disaster.

· Another Angle: Select an event in the book that several different people were involved in. It could be major or it could be minor. Read it carefully. Write a paragraph from one of the other people’s point of view.

· Dad’s new car p.90

· Uncle Hugh taking his friend Dick Finlay to the RSA   p.65

· Being taught First Aid by Barbara Mason p.111

· The District Finals     p.119

· The train crash  p.169

· A Class Newspaper : Daily newspapers from the Fifties can be used as models for a class newspaper  based in Napier. An editorial team could select the main events that would need articles, ads, letters to the editor, a newsflash on the Tangiwai disaster and photos. 

· The Never Ending List:  Brainstorm what you might expect to find out about in a personal diary. Each day as you read Peter’s story aloud get different people to listen and record keywords. Use long skinny paper and write  on it in different coloured felt tips each time a subject or theme are mentioned i.e. school, part time job, Pacifists Armistice Day. Reinforce spelling if they are unsure. See how many times they can get around the classroom.  

Oral Language

· Daily Life: Photocopy short extracts from the story which include a lot of talking. Give students five minutes to read through the extract, organise who takes which role and if there are any props needed. Give them five minutes to rehearse and then present their role play.

· Controversy Corner:  Make up a soapbox and explain it’s purpose. It is for a person to research and present their own strong personal views on an issue from the book non stop for three minutes.  I.e. the anti smoking information- Uncle Hugh is dying of lung cancer, Phillip’s mother gives up her job making cigarettes, young boys smoking…

· Desperate Decision: Each student is given a handout from p.170 which describes the crash and ends with the lines; ‘We’re in a river,” he called . “There’s been a crash and we’re in a river. We have to get out”.  The student has to make up a brief vivid account of what they did, saw and felt in the next few minutes beginning with the words “There’s been a crash and we’re in the river. We have to get out.”
· Interview: Work in pairs and choose a character from the book to research and then interview.  Make up 10 good, varied questions. Make sure the character being interviewed has a chance to express their ideas and opinions as well as giving information about themselves.

Drama Activities

Students can gain fresh and deeper meaning from Journey to Tangiwai
by imagining and behaving as if they were one of the characters in the story in Napier in 1953.  The following five activities all emphasise a different approach to dramatic events . They need to be combined with a clear understanding of place, time, characters and events, involvement in the narrative and looking more deeply at themes and meanings 

· Setting the Scene

 Group choose a character in the book and some aspects of their life to dramatise. 

	
	

	
	


· Guided Tour of Peter’s Hometown: Students are in role as the different people that Peter has mentioned and locate themselves where they are most likely to be ie Uncle Hugh on the farm, Dr Mason next door, the Scouts at training. The teacher is taken by a student, in role as Peter, around the drama’s setting, meeting and talking to the different people.

· Hot Seating:  A group working as themselves or in role have the opportunity to question or interview role players who remain ‘in character’. Peter could be asked why he got the cane and whether he felt it was fair.  The character can also be ‘released’ and somebody else can replace them in the hot seat e.g. the teacher who caned Peter or Peter’s father.

· Flashback:  Insert flashback scenes into the description of the train crash and get various characters to reflect or comment on why they were on the train, who they left behind, their feelings before the crash.

· If I Was You:  Examine some of the important themes and values, problems and choices in the book by selecting an incident i.e. Dick Finlay refusing to go into the army or Uncle Hugh saving Tom.  Children can form two lines and the main character can walk down between them. He stops when someone in the line says ‘If I was you Uncle Hugh I would... and gives their idea.  Discuss afterwards the options that people suggested and the reasons why they gave them. 

For Social Studies Information Gathering and Activities

PMI:  Draw up a chart of the Plus, Minus and Interesting things the class thinks about living in Napier in 1953. State reasons.

Examine photos of the Tangiwai disaster and write captions.

Photo disclosure: Lead into the story with a photo blown up onto A3 of the train crash that is gradually revealed.

Agree/ Disagree:  Make a summary statement i.e. Phillip is too competitive and put up on piece of paper divided into 3 columns - Agree/ Disagree and Don’t know. Student’s stick ‘post-it’ notes in the column and give reasons why they chose it.

Expert Quiz

Newspaper Headlines

Character Portrait

Then and Now:  A look at the technology used in the 1950’s and now and in the future.  Choose one household appliance Peter mentions and draw and describe it. Find a picture in a magazine or on the Internet of its modern equivalent and design a futuristic version of your own that people might use in fifty year’s time.

Use Michael Pohl’s Thinker’s Keys  (2000 Hawker Brownlow Education) i.e. 

· The Reverse: List things you would never see in Philip’s house.

· The What If: What if somebody in the Scout group didn’t learn first aid.

· The Ridiculous:  What would have happened if Dad had bought a Ferrari.

· The Question: RSA - Write 5 questions that could only have this word as the answer.

Teacher Notes: Jane Edgar
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