The Quake

Eirlys Hunter

Synopsis

When thirteen year old Hannah came home from school she was not very happy with anyone – especially her mother.  With her father away and her mother out of the house, Hannah has to confront her fears and save her brothers from the devastation of a Wellington earthquake.  Through the rain and the after shocks Hannah has to call on all her instincts and initiative to cope.  

Text Type

Written in the first person, this novel takes the reader on a real life adventure.  Realistically capturing the fear and devastation of the earthquake, Eirlys Hunter exposes her reader to life threatening situations and decisions always mindful of her hero, whom she develops carefully in the reader’s mind.  Hannah is an ordinary teenager, faced with extra-ordinary events that cannot help but change her life forever. 

Themes of family relationships, survival, decision-making, bravery, co-operation are covered in an entertaining and exciting way.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. 

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Sharing sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions. Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing Session 1 – before reading the novel.

· Brainstorm earthquakes.  Mind map the information.  Formulate questions about earthquakes that might be answered in the novel.

· Examine the school’s policy on earthquake drills.  Practise an earthquake drill.

· Read the blurb.  Discuss Hannah’s situation and make predictions about the novel.  Record them for future reference.

· Discuss the preparations we could make in anticipation of an emergency.

Teacher to read to the end of Chapter 0ne, students to read along in their own books.

· What are your first impressions of Hannah?  Would you like her to be a friend of yours?  Justify your response.

· Discuss neighbours. What could be some of the reasons that Mrs Steadman doesn’t let Hannah cut through her property?

· Discuss Hannah’s actions immediately after the earthquake.  What things would you have done the same and what would you have done differently to Hannah?  Can you think of anything she may have overlooked that may prove vital later?

Read to the end of Chapter 5, predicting what might happen next.

Sharing session 2

· Share predictions, and confirm ore revise.

· What would be the major differences to the story so far if Alex had been unhurt and Ollie unconscious?  

· What advice would Hannah give to others in her situation at this point?  Justify your responses.

· The author has revealed some interesting facets of human nature in the people Hannah meets on her way to, and at, the emergency centre.  Why do you think they act this way?  What does it tell you about these people?

· How do you think Hannah appears to these people?  What impressions would they have formed about her?  Justify your response.

· Design a form that would collect all the information necessary for these circumstances.

· If you were Hannah, what would you do next?  How would you go about it?

Read to the end of Chapter 9, comparing Hannah’s action with your own,

Sharing session 3

· How would you describe Joshy?  Compare Hannah and Joshy and their ways of coping in the emergency.  What can they learn from each other to help them survive?

· Devise a way of getting Grandad out of the house and to safety without hurting him.  

· Investigate the special requirements of Wellington, a very hilly city, when faced with a disaster.  What difficulties would these people face that would be different to your town or city?

· What aspects of survival have Hannah and Ollie faced that you had not considered?  

· How do you think Hannah would have felt when her mother returned?  Why?

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing session 4

· What lessons from Hannah’s experience have you learned?  Has your attitude to coping with an earthquake been changed?  
· How would the story have been different if Hannah’s father had been present?  Why?  

· Make a heading for each of the people in Hannah’s family and list the ways they changed from before the earthquake.  How would these individual changes effect the relationships within the family?  Justify your reply.
· Choose one of the minor characters in the novel (eg. Linda, Kevin, John) and relate their part in the emergency.  Give reasons for their actions.  Provide them with a history before the earthquake.  New Zealanders are well known for their ”number 8 wire” ability in an emergency.  Discuss what this could mean and find examples of this in the novel.

Using the text

Written Language

· Write a transcript of the telephone conversation Hannah might have with her friend, Ripi, after the earthquake.

· Design a lost and found notice for Hannah to put up asking for the return of her cat, Marsalis.

· Make a list to attach to Hannah’s earthquake box, detailing all the essential items it should contain.

· Make a warning sign to place on the site of the Marshall’s house warning people to keep out.

· Write a letter from Hannah to John and Treena, thanking them for rescuing Alex. 

Oral Language

· Organise a debate on the merits of being prepared for a natural disaster.

· Retell Hannah’s experiences to a radio interviewer.

· Narrate Ollie’s morning talk at his Otaki Kindergarten about the earthquake.

Visual Language

· Using a map of New Zealand, locate the places Mrs Marshall mentions on page 111.  Using your information about earthquakes, try to determine where the epicentre might be.
· Select the main events of the novel and develop a storyboard for them.
· Develop a series of freeze-frames groupings that depict the main events of the story.
· Make a set of one room in Hannah’s house before and after the earthquake.
· Investigate recent earthquakes around the world from newspaper reports or the Internet.
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