Too Chicken
Pat Quinn

Synopsis

Amy longs to be in a television ad and when she gets her chance she's dressed as a chicken! Not exactly what she had in mind. She is given permission to bring her costume home to show her family but sneaks an extra costume for her brother. Dressed in the chicken costumes, Amy and her brother, Mark, catch a bus into town for some fun. They perform an impromptu item for a twenty first birthday party and before returning home rescue Rachel from Fisher, who was planning to give her a ride home in his car. Mark is more than pleased with the gratitude shown by Rachel.

Text Type

Too Chicken is realistic fiction which is also humorous. Two children dressed in chicken costumes are able to do things that they would otherwise be 'too chicken' to do.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions with three independent reading sessions.
Group discussion is essential for exploring family relationships and considering student’s feelings about expressing themselves confidently and honestly. 

Sharing Session 1 - Before Reading

Study the front cover.

·
What do you think is happening in the picture? Why?

·
If you had to make a thought bubble for this chicken, what would it be saying?

·
Where do you think this story takes place? Explain your thinking.

Read the blurb on the back of the book.

·
In what way is the ad "not exactly what she had in mind." ?

·
What does it mean to be too chicken. ?

·
Has anyone ever said to you, that you're too chicken?  When?

Allow students time to share anecdotes from personal experiences.

·
What do you think this story will be about?

From the blurb we find that two of the main characters are Amy and her big brother Mark. 

·
How do brothers and sisters get on in other stories? in real life?

·
What do you think the relationship between Amy and Mark will be like?

Read to the end of chapter four.

Sharing Session Two - During Reading

__________________________________________________________________

·
How would you describe the relationship between Amy and Mark?

·
What examples does the author give us that Amy is really keen to do a TV ad? (Have students skim read to locate specific examples and read them aloud. eg: page 15, page 19)

·
What does this tell us about the character Amy?

·
If you were Amy, would you 'borrow' the chicken suit? Why / why not?

·
Has anything like this (ie: borrowed something when perhaps you shouldn't have) ever happened to you?

Allow students time to share anecdotes from personal experiences.

·
What do you think will happen next?

Read to the end of chapter ten.

Sharing Session Three - During Reading

__________________________________________________________________

·
Has the story so far turned out as you expected? How is it similar / different?

·
How would you describe the relationship between Amy and Mark?

·
What changes have there been? Why?
·
How did Mark feel about not going with his friends to the pub? Why?

·
How did he feel about being in town in the chicken suit?

·
Is it likely they will get back home safely or do you think something else is likely to happen? What makes you think this? 

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing Session Four - After Reading

__________________________________________________________________
·
Look at the picture on the front cover again. Explain the sequence of events leading up to and occuring just after the scene on the cover.

·
Explain how Rachel found out that Mark and Amy were the two chickens.

·
What can you say about the relationship between Amy and Mark now?

·
What  messages do you think the author has for us in this story?

Discuss with the students any situations they have been in when they have been prepared to do something when dressed in a costume that they would be  reluctant to do when just themselves. Draw comparisons with the story.

Follow Up Activities

__________________________________________________________________

Presenting

Write a 'singing telegram' for several of your friends. Select the one you like the most to practise then present to the class.
Reread pages 86 to 93. Assign roles to members in your group and act out the scene. Prepare and rehearse the scene before presenting it to the class.
Writing / Presenting

Reread pages 86 to 93. Present this scene as a cartoon strip.

Writing

Write a series of diary entries from Mark's point of view as at the end of chapter 4, the end of chapter 10 and the end of the novel.

Write an epilogue to show what has happened to Mark, Amy and Rachel six months after the end of the novel.

