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Synopsis

Aly is a 16 year-old Luarin who lives in Tortall with her parents, George, a famous spy and Alanna, a lady knight. Although she has many skills her parents refuse to let her follow in her father’s footsteps and become a spy, because they believe it is too dangerous. Aly feels in the way when her mother unexpectedly returns home from fighting and sets sail in her boat to give her parents some time alone together. Aly plans to be away for only a few days, but when she is captured by pirates, they give her away with another slave who has been bought by the nobles Winnamine and Mequen Balitang.

King Oron soon orders the noble household into exile and Aly moves with them to Lombyn. Winnamine and Mequen have been convinced by the god Kyprioth (pretending to be Mithros) that Aly has been chosen to protect them. Kyprioth, the trickster, has also made a deal with Aly that he will take her back home and convince her father to let her become a spy if she keeps Dove and Sarai alive until the end of the summer. Aly gladly accepts the deal. She has been bored at home and now has the perfect opportunity to prove herself to her father.

Kyprioth longs to see a native raka on the throne and Sarai would make an ideal queen. Aly is introduced to other conspirators within the household and even learns to speak the language of the crows. One crow, Nawat, turns himself into a human and Aly begins to develop deep feelings for him as he risks his life to protect her. Aly takes a number of jobs within the household and uses her positions to gather valuable information and thwart the attempts of assassins who wish to remove members of the Balitang household.

One visitor who Aly does not trust is Bronau; a non-Luarin prince who Aly learns is deeply in debt and suspects of treason. Bronau woos Sarai and eventually makes it clear that he wants to marry her.

King Oron dies and is succeeded by his son Hazarin. Hazarin dies soon after and Dunevon, a child, is crowned. With the help of Kyprioth, Aly is able to see Bronau attempt to kidnap the new king. Bronau’s kidnap attempt fails and he flees the city. When he arrives at Lombyn, Mequen tries to convince him to return to face the charges against him.

Later during Bronau’s stay the true extent of his treason is discovered when he attacks the Balitangs. In a dramatic climax the reader learns of Bronau’s evil plan to claim the throne for himself, and not all characters survive the fight that ensues.

Later Aly’s father George turns up ready to “rescue” his daughter and take her home. But will Aly want to go or will her new found freedom and the respect that she has earned prove too hard to give up?

Text Type
Trickster’s Choice is a fast-paced fantasy novel that would appeal to teenagers of both genders. The heroine is a feisty and capable teenager who yearns for adventure. She has numerous skills and shows great courage and loyalty. The story is set in a time and culture where age and sex do not dictate a person’s role. Aly is only 16 yet has been given the responsibility of keeping the Bronau family safe. She essentially takes on the responsibilities of a secret service agent and proves to be very capable. She has the ability to outwit and outfight virtually anyone.

Readers will enjoy entering a world where anything is possible. Pierce creates a fantasy world that is entirely convincing. She expertly combines elements of medieval Europe, myths and legends, Asian culture and a believable plot that builds to an exciting climax.

 The book contains many sophisticated concepts about society and racism and would be best suited for good readers. It would be a good idea to direct students to the glossary and cast of characters at the end of the book as these are invaluable to their understanding of the relationships between characters and unfamiliar terms. 

Themes include the inequalities that exist in a class society, racism, the changing roles of women, the idea that power can corrupt, trust, deception, relationships and the journey of self-discovery.

Sharing the novel

The novel can be divided up into 6 shared sessions and 5 independent reading sessions. 

During the shared sessions encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings about the characters and ideas in the novel. Allow them to clarify their understanding of words and events in the story and encourage them to think critically about the concepts introduced and the themes covered. 

The suggested activities allow students to acquire greater meaning from the story and suit a range of different learning styles.
Introduction to the text

· Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb. Who do you think the girl on the cover is? What sort of bird is sitting on her hand? Why do you think Aly’s mother is called the “lioness”? What does “exile” mean? Why do you think Kyprioth is called the “trickster” god? What sort of skills do you think Aly will need to win the wager?

Teacher reads the prologue and part of Chapter 1 (pp. ix – 26) aloud. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Prologue – Chapter 1 (pp. ix – 26)

· What does Aly’s father do for a job?

· What colour has Aly dyed her hair?

· Why doesn’t George want Aly to become a spy?

· How old is Aly?

· What is a mage?

· What does Aly’s mum do? Why has she returned to Pirate’s Swoop?

· Where does Aly plan to sail? Who is she going to visit? Why doesn’t she reach her destination?

Discussion

· Reread the prologue and write a paragraph that summarises how the Luarin conquered the raka.

· Identify and comment on the differences between Aly’s life at Pirate’s Swoop and your own life.

· What are your first impressions of Aly’s character? What skills does she have? What is her relationship with her parents like?

· What do you think is going to happen next?

Students read the remainder of Chapter 1 and up to Chapter 5 (pp. 26-118) before the next shared session to find out where Aly the slave ends up.

Comprehension Chapters 1-5 (pp. 26-118)

· What does to “scry” mean?

· How is Aly able to witness the conversation between her mother and father? What does she learn about her mother during this exchange that surprises her?

· Where does Aly end up working? How does she begin to prepare for her eventual escape?

· Why must Aly’s real identity remain a secret?

· Why is Aly so determined to free herself rather than wait to be rescued?

· Who are Mequen’s children?

· What shocking announcement does Mequen make to the household?

· What special ability does Aly have? What does it allow her to do?

· What is the name of the god that appears to Aly? How has he already helped her? Explain the wager that he makes with Aly. What has he told the Duke and Duchess about her? Why does Aly agree to the wager?

· What is special about Dove and Sarai? 

· How does Aly know that something is amiss in the jungle?

· What does Dove suggest as a solution to deal with the captives?

Discussion

· Aly finds herself in an extremely dangerous situation when she is captured by the pirates. How does she react to her predicament? What steps does she take to ensure her continued safety? What qualities does she exhibit?

· Who is Bronau? Describe his character. What information do we learn about him?

· Explain how Aly’s “sight” will be able to help her win the wager with Kyprioth.

· Familiarise yourself with the relationships between King Oron, Hazarin, Princess Imajane and Dunevon.

· Describe Lombyn.

Students read Chapters 5-7 (pp. 118-207) independently before the next shared session to find out how well Aly adapts to her new role as guardian to the Balitangs.

Comprehension Chapters 5-7 (pp. 118-207)

· Why does Aly refuse the Duke’s offer to remove her slave collar?

· Why does Aly request to become a goatherd? What additional job does Mequen assign Aly and why?

· Why does Kyprioth make a wager with the crows? What does he promise them?

· Why does Aly summon Kyprioth? What does she discuss with him?

· Name the crow that tests Aly on what she has learned.

· What does Aly discover about Veron? Why doesn’t she expose him publicly? 

· Why have Fesgao, Chenaol, Ulasim and Lokeij remained with Mequen and his family?

· Who are King Jonathan and Queen Thayet?

· Describe what Aly sees in her vision of Frasrlund.

· Why does Nawat turn himself into a human?

· What position does Winnamine promote Aly to?

· Why doesn’t Aly trust Bronau?

· Why does Chenaol attack Aly? How does Aly respond to the attack? Why doesn’t Chenaol kill Aly?

Discussion

· Discuss the ways that the Balitangs’ life has to change when they arrive in Lombyn.

· Kyprioth says to Aly “you come from exceptional people, and you are a fitting heir to them”. Do you agree with him? Justify your answer.

· Describe the characters of Dove and Sarai. How are they different? Why does Aly have so much respect for them?

Students read Chapters 8-10 (pp. 208-318) independently before the next shared session to find out how Aly thwarts the assassins’ attempts to kill the Balitangs.

Comprehension Chapters 8-10 (pp. 208-318)

· Why does Aly believe that the raka should be training warriors and patrolling the plateaus?

· Describe Nawat’s first meeting with Ulasim.

· What important information does Aly trick Lokeij into giving her?

· How is Aly able to uncover the two royal spies among the prince’s servants?

· How is Aly able to open Bronau’s private writing case? What interesting information does she find there?

· What information does Aly present to the Duke about Rubinyan? How does the Duke react to this news?

· Why is Sarai so upset about the information that Aly presents to the Balitangs about Bronau? What does her reaction suggest about her feelings for Bronau?

· Who is Junai?

· Why is Aly so adamant that the Balitangs need a mage? What does Junai tell Aly about the mage?

· How do the raka at Inti behave when Sarai and Dove come to visit? Why do they act this way? How does Bronau insult the locals? 

· Why does Aly disguise herself in Pohon? Who comes to her aid when she is attacked?

· What interesting discovery does Aly make about the mage Ochobu?

· What difficulties does Aly witness Daine and Numair having with their new baby during her vision? How does Daine’s mother help them?

· How do Aly and the other conspirators plan to catch the assassins? Why don’t they take them on the roof? Who saves the Duke from the assassin hiding in the bedchamber?

· What does Aly recommend to do with the captured assassin to get him to talk? What goes wrong with the plan? 

· Who sent the assassins?

Discussion

· Nawat illustrates to us how different humans are from animals. Use specific examples from the story to show how the crows and humans have different ideas, values and practices.

· Aly finds herself developing feelings for Nawat but tries to distance herself from him – not because he is a crow, but because she is concerned that he will distract her from her task. Discuss how the author has managed to create a world where it is acceptable for a human to fall in love with a man who is really a crow. What other aspects of the novel are fantastical or supernatural?

· Discuss the skills that Aly has that make her a good spy.

· All of the teenagers in this novel seem older than they really are. Discuss the ways in which Aly, Sarai and Dove behave like adults. Do you believe that it is good idea for teenagers to marry? Why/why not? How are marriages and the reasons for getting married different in the story to our society?

Students read Chapter 11-14 (pp. 319-430) to find out more about the intrigues of the Balitang family.

Comprehension Chapters 11-14 (pp. 319-430)

· How do Sarai and Bronau create a distraction that allows them to sneak off alone together? Do you believe that the things Bronau says to Sarai are genuine? Why/ why not?

· Describe Aly’s visit to Oron’s deathbed. What does she learn? How does Kyprioth interfere with the proceedings? Why is Aly annoyed that Kyprioth is teasing her?

· Why is King Oron’s death of interest to Bronau? What information does the Duke give Sarai to try and discourage her from getting too involved with Bronau?

· Name the Mage that Aly goes to see. How does Aly convince her to accompany them? What is Ochobu’s special gift? What job is she given in the household?

· Why do the flying horses attack Aly and Nawat?

· What is “the chain”?

· What does Kyprioth say that makes Aly feel like an intruder in the Copper Isles?

· What are the stormwing feather arrows used for?

· What does Aly learn during her dream visit to Tortall? What misgivings does Aly begin to have about returning home with her father?

· How does Hazarin die? Why does Aly encourage the healer to flee? Who is crowned the new king? Why do you think that Bronau attempts to kidnap his nephew?

· Why does Kyprioth offer to free Aly from the wager?

Discussion

· Describe the character of Mequen using specific examples from the novel to back up your ideas.

· Aly has a very interesting conversation with Ochobu where Ochobu’s deep hatred for the Luarin is revealed. Summarise the arguments that both Aly and Ochobu make during this conversation. Can you think of any groups of people around the world who have been in a similar situation to the raka? 

· Dove and Sarai have very different qualities and skills. Who do you believe would make a better queen? Justify your answer.

Students read Chapter 15 through to the end of the novel (pp. 430-497) independently before the next shared session to find out which characters survive the exciting climax.

Comprehension Chapters 15- the end of the novel (pp. 430-497)

· Describe the preparations that the household make both for the coming winter and for Bronau’s arrival.

· Summarise the information contained in the letter from Rubinyan. How did the letter arrive at the Balitang household? Why was the family surprised about this?

· What does Kyprioth do to ensure that the Duke and Duchess listen to Aly?

· Why is it that Kyprioth, a god, cannot tell Aly what is about to happen?

· Why is Lokeij suspicious about Bronau’s accompanying party?

· What story does Bronau give the Duke and Duchess about his attempted kidnap of Dunevon? 

· Why does Mequen volunteer to accompany Bronau back to Rajmuat? What is he risking by doing this?

· What does Aly give Mequen before she blows out the candle in the bedchamber?

· How does Mequen die? Who kills Bronau? What plan does Bronau reveal before his death? What injuries does Aly sustain?

· How are the remainder of Bronau’s men defeated?

· What does Winnamine order Aly to do when she comes out of seclusion?

· Why doesn’t Winnamine want to return to Rajmuat with Rubinyan?

· Describe Aly’s reunion with her father. 

· What makes Aly decide to stay in Lombyn? Why does her father readily accept her decision?

Discussion

· Describe how Sarai would have been feeling when she realises the  betrayal of Bronau – the man she thought she loved.

· By the end of the story Aly realises that she is helping fight for an important cause and no longer wishes to return home. Explain how Aly’s attitude changes throughout the novel. Use specific examples from the text to back up your ideas.

· Discuss the treatment of women in this novel. How do Luarin and raka have contrasting attitudes to women? Choose two women from the story and explain why they are good role models for young girls.

· Do you think that the raka will succeed and Sarai will become queen? Why/why not? Do you think that the raka deserve power? Justify your answer.

Activities

· Transactional writing – write a 300 word essay that explores the theme “power can corrupt” in the novel Trickster’s Choice. Your essay should be properly structured and use appropriate examples and quotes from the text to back up your ideas.

· Spy Manual – using tips and information that you have picked up while reading Trickster’s Choice devise a manual that could be given to first time spies to help them.

· Book Cover – design an alternative book cover for Trickster’s Choice that includes a new blurb. Write a paragraph explaining why this book cover is appropriate for the story.

· Costume Design – using information from the story design a costume for the character of your choice.

· Map – the Copper Isles are described in great detail in the novel. Choose a scene or a location to illustrate. Label your illustration or provide a written commentary that describes it.

· Diary Entry – Imagine that you are Aly. Choose a day in her life as it is described in the novel and write a diary entry for it. It is often best to choose an exciting or important day for this exercise. Make sure that you include all of Aly’s thoughts and feelings.

· Epilogue – Imagine that the raka were successful and Sarai became queen. Write an epilogue for the novel that explains how this happened and what the outcome was.

· Character Profile – Create a character profile for Bronau that details who he is, where he is from, and his positive and negative characteristics.

· Research – Conduct some personal research about an indigenous people who have had a similar experience to the raka people in Trickster’s Choice. Present your findings as a poster, seminar or power point presentation.

· Poem – Write a love poem from Nawat to Aly.

