Verity’s Truth

Fifi Colston

Synopsis

Verity’s name means truth. And ever since Verity McKenzie found an extraordinary ring in a rock pool at Matipo Park, she can’t stop telling the truth. While she is wearing the ring Verity no longer has tact or diplomacy and soon she has driven her friends Danni and Sam away, as well as upset her parents and brother. 

One day during a trip to the House Truck Fair Verity meets her mother’s old friend, Antonia, who is a tarot card reader. By chance she notices a poster advertising an old magic show on Antonia’s house truck. The “Show of Mystic Miracles” featured Madame Rizpah and Magdalene Dubois. Verity is astonished to see that Madame Rizpah is wearing a ring that looks suspiciously like the one that she has found. 

With plenty of time on her hands now that her friends aren’t talking to her,  Verity decides to try and found out more about the strange ring and its mysterious powers. During her search she discovers something amazing – Madame Rizpah drowned at Matipo Park and Magdalene Dubois is still alive and living in a nearby retirement home. When Verity visits Magdalene she learns that the ring did indeed belong to Madame Rizpah and finds out how it got its amazing powers. But despite Madame Dubois’ request Verity refuses to hand over the ring to her. A huge argument erupts and Verity behaves in a way that she is not proud of. 

Depressed over her fight with Madame Dubois, Verity returns home and has a huge fight with her brother Josh, telling him that she wishes he had never been born. She begins to regret her words almost immediately and is remorseful when Josh fails to return home. Feeling responsible for Josh’s disappearance she apologises to Sam and Danni and the three friends work together to try and find Josh. It is Danni who comes up with the idea of offering Magdalene the ring in exchange for information about Josh – she is clairvoyant after all. Verity knows that Magdalene may be their only hope. Will she provide them with the information that they seek or has Verity blown her only chance to find her brother?

Text Type
Verity’s Truth is a fast-paced novel suitable for readers 12+. The novel examines themes of growing up, friendship, family and learning from your mistakes. The story is set in Matipo Park in New Zealand and the situation of a family camping holiday is one that most teenagers can relate to. Verity is a realistic character who deals with many issues in the story. She has to come to terms with her best friend Danni finding a boyfriend and spending less time with her. While she is wearing the ring, Verity finds it impossible to lie and as a result she ends up upsetting everyone who is close to her. After she realises the power that the ring has she chooses to take responsibility for her actions and apologises to her friends and family. She refuses to allow her jealously of Danni’s relationship with Sam ruin their friendship. Verity’s character shows great courage and determination as she races against the clock to save her brother Josh. The mystical elements in the novel fit seamlessly into the action and the story remains plausible because of the very real characters.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be covered over 4-shared sessions and 3 independent reading sessions. The novel has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1 and 2 (pp.7-24), Chapters 3-6 (pp.25-72), Chapters 7-10 (pp.73-117), Chapters 11-Epilogue (pp.118-151).

During the shared sessions encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings about the characters and events. Allow them to clarify words and ideas and make predictions. Encourage them to think critically about the themes covered. The suggested activities allow the students to acquire greater meaning from the story and suit a range of learning styles.

Introductory Session

Study the cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· Where is the story set?

· Who is the main character in the story?

· Why do you think the novel is called Verity’s Truth?
· What do you think Verity finds in the rock pool?
· What do you believe the significance of the puzzle on the front of the novel is?
· Make some predictions about what will happen in the novel.

The teacher reads the prologue and Chapters 1 and 2 aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapters 1and 2 (pp. 7-24)

· What does Verity’s name mean? Why do some of her friends call her “sparkle”?

· Name Verity’s brother. How old is he? What is their relationship like?

· Why does Verity’s dad slam on the brakes? What does Verity see when she looks out the car window?

· Describe Matipo Park. Where will Verity be sleeping this year?

· Who is Danni? Describe what she looks like.

· What does Verity plan to be when she gets older? What does Matipo Beach have that fascinates her?

· Who is Sam? What memories does Verity have of him?

· What is the place that Verity loves most in the world? Why does she love it so much?

· What does Verity find in the rock pool? What does it look like? Why does Verity experience discomfort when she looks at the object?

· How does Verity’s behaviour change after she has found the treasure?

Discussion

· Do you and your family have a holiday spot that you go to every year? If so, where do you go? What sorts of things do you do there? Do you stay in a camping ground like Verity? Do you have holiday friends?
· Discuss the characters so far. What have we learned about them? What else do we need to find out?
· Develop a character profile for Verity. Describe what she looks like and how she behaves. As the story progresses add to your profile showing how Verity develops as a character, how she deals with conflict and how she solves problems.
· Verity’s behaviour changes when she puts the ring on. Give some possible explanations for this change. 
· Predict what will happen next in the story.
Students read Chapters 3-6 (pp.25-72) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 3-6 (pp. 25-72)

· What does Verity say to Seth that surprises both her and Danni? Why is she mortified at the end of their conversation?
· What does Verity say to Mrs Reynard? Why is she so horrified with herself? Did she mean to say what she said?
· How does Danni behave around Sam? What does Verity say that embarrasses Danni?
· What does Verity notice about the ring when she returns to her campsite?
· What does Verity’s mum tell her to do with the ring? What does Verity convince her parents to let her do with the ring?
· Describe the House Truck Fair.
· What does Josh do that causes everyone to be late to the fair?
· Describe what Antonia looks like. What does her sign say about her? How does Verity’s father feel about Tarot card readers? How does Verity’s mum know Antonia?
· What is the poster on the side of Antonia’s truck advertising? What does Verity notice about the poster that interests her? Where did Antonia find the poster?
· What does Antonia tell Verity about the ring? What do you think she meant by this?
· How does Verity manage to alienate her friends and family? Can you explain her sudden inability to lie?
What does Verity decide to research at the library? What interesting information does she discover? What additional information does she learn from Bob Clifton?

Discussion

· Describe Verity’s relationship with her brother Josh. Do you have any brothers or sisters? How well do you get on with them? Do they do anything that really annoys you?

· Do you believe that it is possible to see into the future or predict events that are going to happen? Explain your answer.

· Is it alright to lie sometimes or should you always tell the truth? What is meant by “little white lies”?

· Why is Verity so upset by Danni’s friendship with Sam? Have you ever been jealous of one of your friends? What were you jealous about? How did you deal with your feelings?

Students read Chapters 7-10 (pp.73-117) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 7-10 (pp. 73-117)

· Why does Verity have so much trouble finding out which retirement village Madame Dubois is living in?

· What startling discovery does Verity make about the ring in the phone booth? How does she test her theory?

· What does Antonia leave at Verity’s that gives her a perfect excuse to visit her?

· What did Antonia do before she became a tarot card reader? What does she contribute her success as a tarot card reader to?

· Why does Verity want to find out about the ring so much?

· What deal does Verity make with Antonia that convinces her to take Verity to see Madame Dubois?

· Describe Madame Dubois-Porter. How does she react initially to Verity and Antonia? What makes her change her mind about speaking with them?

· What information does Verity find out about the ring from Magdalene? Why does she believe that it is destiny that Verity found the ring?

· How does Verity react when Magdalene asks her to hand over the ring? Why does Magdalene believe that she should have the ring?

· Why does Verity fight with her brother? What does she say to him that makes her feel contrite immediately afterwards?

· Why does Verity have to clean the gas barbeques?

· How does Verity find out that Danni and Sam are going to the House Truck Fair without her? How does she feel about this?

· Why are Verity’s mum and dad so worried about Josh?

· Why does Verity decide to apologise to Danni and Sam? How does she convince them to help her search for Josh?

· Who does Sam suggest that they go and see? Why does he think that she may be able to help them? What does Danni suggest that Verity should offer Magdalene in exchange for help?

· Why won’t Antonia talk to Magdalene on Verity’s behalf? What does she point out to Verity?

Discussion

· Do you believe that Verity should be allowed to keep the ring? Justify your answer. The ring has special powers. Is Verity equipped to deal with these powers? How could keeping the ring cause trouble for Verity?
· Explain the meaning of the poem that goes with the ring.
· What do we learn about Verity when she decides to give up the ring to gain information that may help her find her brother?
· Predict what will happen next in the story.
Students read Chapter 11 – the end of the novel (pp.118-151) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 11-End (pp. 118-151)

· How does Verity convince Magdalene to help her?
· Summarise the story that Magdalene tells Verity about Artemesia and the ring. What lesson does Verity learn from Magdalene’s story?
· How did Antonia end up with Madame Rizpah’s things?
· What happens to Magdalene after she held the frog pebble in her hand? What clues does she give the kids about Josh’s whereabouts? What advice does she give Verity before she leaves?
· Magdalene requests that Verity return to visit her because she needs help with something. Can you predict what favour Magdalene wants from Verity?
· What is the first clue? Why do the friends head towards the wharf?
· What is the significance of the bucket that Verity finds? Why is she so concerned when she finds the penknife? Why is she so excited to see the trail of blood?
· What amazing sight do the trio see at the end of the pier?
· Why do Danni, Sam and Verity start to sing? What sign do they notice?
· How do Danni, Sam and Verity get into the Frozen Goods Storage facility?
· What does Verity see that makes her believe that Josh is in the shed? Where does she find him? What is he suffering from?
· Explain how Josh ended up in the storage shed. What would have happened if Verity hadn’t found him?
· What reoccurring dream does Verity have? What does she believe the dream means?
· Describe the “ceremony” that takes place when Madame Dubois gives Madame Rizpah back the ring.
· What does Antonia give Verity before she goes home?
· Why does Verity believe that the influence of the ring still lingers?
Discussion

· What regrets does Madame Dubois have about her life? If she had decided to accept her best friend’s love for Edgar how could her life have turned out differently?

· What problems does Verity face in the story? How does she overcome these? What lessons does she learn?

· Identify the climax in the story. How is this situation resolved at the end of the book?

· Why does Magdalene decide to give the ring back to the sea? Do you think that she did the right thing? Explain your answer. What do you think might have happened if she kept the ring to herself? What might have happened if she had allowed Verity to keep the ring?

· Identify the main themes in the novel. Explain how the themes are developed in the novel and why they are important.

Activities

Debate – conduct a debate on an issue raised in the story. Possible moots include: “You should always tell the truth” and “It is possible to predict the future”.

Book Cover – Design a new cover for the novel. Explain why you think that your cover is effective.

Research – conduct a research assignment on the history of Tarot cards. Formulate 5 open-ended questions to focus your research. Present your findings as an oral presentation, in a report or on a poster.

Tarot Cards – design your own set of Tarot cards.

Book Review – write a book review for Verity’s Truth that would be suitable for publication in a school newspaper. Include a brief plot summary, describe the setting, characters, and themes and remember to give your personal opinion of the book.

Plot – complete a plot graph for Verity’s Truth. Label the vertical axis “level of excitement”. On the horizontal axis list 10 important events that occur in the novel. Plot each event according to the level of excitement involved. Clearly label the climax of the novel.

Setting –Draw a map that shows the location of all the important places in Matipo Park and the surrounding area. Label your map clearly.

Character – Make up 5 questions with answers for a main character in the novel.
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