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Synopsis

Joe Bennett is a typical intermediate student. He enjoys school for the most part but would like it even more if it weren’t for Raymond. Raymond is the school bully. He is mean and ugly. Raymond takes money off the other kids and never pays them back. He’s always getting into fights. Joe spends a lot of his time avoiding Raymond so that he doesn’t have to give him money. 

Raymond is the reason why Joe leaves school through the teachers’ car park one day, instead of out the front gates. This is when he sees something extraordinary. His favourite teacher, Mr Foster drops a ball on the ground and instead of going over to pick it up he simply reaches out his arm, which grows and grows to over 4 metres long! Joe can hardly believe what he has seen, but he’s sure he’s not imagining it – especially when weird things start to happen. Joe has a very strange feeling that Mr Foster can read his mind and suddenly he has this amazing power and strength. Raymond is no longer a problem anymore – in fact, now the other kids aren’t scared of Raymond; they’re scared of Joe! But it seems that time is running out for Mr Foster. He is from outer space and all of the parts that make up his physical form are becoming weaker by the day. Earth is too polluted by humankind and Mr Foster is slowly dying. Joe needs to use all of his resources in order to save Mr Foster. The only problem is that he needs Raymond’s help to do it…

Text Type
Something Weird about Mr Foster is a fun story that would appeal to girls and boys alike. The story examines ideas such as bullying, abuse of power, environmental issues and asks the question is there life on other planets? Joe is a likeable main character who is forced to question his behaviour when he uses his new-found powers to intimidate and humiliate his peers. The story also includes a strong female character in the formidable captain of the netball team, Patsy. Patsy proves that if you are dedicated and disciplined you can achieve your goals. Patsy, along with her fellow team mates, proves that “girlpower” rules supreme.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be covered over 4-shared sessions and 3 independent reading sessions. It has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1 and 2 (pp.5-16), Chapters 3-6 (pp.17-43), Chapters 7-11 (pp.44-80) and Chapters 12-Epilogue (pp.81-112).

During the shared sessions encourage students to ask questions and make predictions. Encourage them to use dictionaries to look up any words that they are unfamiliar with. Discuss the main themes and ideas in the story and allow them to clarify their thoughts and feelings about the characters and events in the story. The activities that follow these notes are designed to help students gain a greater understanding of what they have read. They suit a range of ability groups and learning styles.

Introductory Session

Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· What sort of “weird stuff” do you think has been happening to Joe Bennett? What could be the cause of this?

· Who do you think Mr Foster may be?

· How do you think he was able to stretch his arm to be four metres long?

· Formulate 3 questions that you would like answered about the story. Look for the answers to these questions as you read.

Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapters 1and 2 (pp. 5-16)

· Who is the narrator?

· Who is Raymond? Why is he considered the class bully?

· Why isn’t Joe scared of Raymond?

· Who is Patsy Cooper?

· Why does Raymond hassle Joe?

· Why does Joe leave school through the teachers’ car park?

· What amazing thing does Joe see Mr Foster do?

· What strange feeling does Mr Foster experience as he watches Mr Foster drive away?

· Why does the fight erupt between Joe and Raymond? How does the fight end?

· What theories does Joe come up with that may explain Mr Foster’s powers?

· What happened to Joe after the eye opened in his mind the second time?

Discussion

· Do you have any bullies at your school? What sorts of things do they do to intimidate others? What do you believe the best way to deal with a bully is?

· Start a character profile for Joe Bennett. Include all of the information that you have so far. Add to the profile as you keep reading.

· Can you explain Mr Foster’s powers?

· Make some predictions about what is going to happen next.

Students read Chapters 3-6 (pp.17-43) independently before the next                 shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 3-6 (pp. 17-43)

· How does Joe feel when he wakes up?

· Why does Patsy say that she respects Joe? Can you explain why Joe can’t remember his fight with Raymond? When does his memory come back?

· Why does Joe become very angry with Mr Foster? Why does he decide against telling anyone his secret?

· What does Joe say to Mr Foster to let him know that he knows his secret? What sort of deal does Joe try and make with Mr Foster? How does Mr Foster react to Joe’s proposal?

· Describe Joe’s second fight with Raymond. How is Joe able to defeat Raymond?

· Why is Mr Foster concerned with giving Joe too much power? Why does he say that they are now even?

· What happens to Mr Foster after he gives Joe the power to defeat Raymond? What does he tell Joe to do to help him?

· Why does the microwave explode? How does Mr Foster ensure that Ms Dangerfield doesn’t remember the incident?

· What does Mr Foster tell Joe about where he is from and what he is?

Discussion

· Why is Mr Foster so concerned about giving Joe the power to defeat Raymond? What does he mean when he says “And people with power will always use it-or misuse it?” In what ways could Joe misuse his power?

· Is fighting a good way to deal with conflict? How else could Joe have dealt with his problem with Raymond?

· Do you believe in aliens and UFO’s? Explain your answer.

· What incredible things do you think will happen to Joe next?

Students read Chapters 7-11 (pp.44-80) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 7-11 (pp. 44-80)

· Why is Joe so surprised when he sees Raymond’s house?

· How does Raymond react when he sees Joe? What does Joe demand that Raymond give him? Why does Joe suddenly feel bad about being there?

· Describe how Joe behaves when he goes to school the next day. How do the other students react to him? Why do you think that none of the kids wanted to hang out with Joe at lunchtime?

· How does Joe upset Patsy and the other netballers? How would you feel if someone said those things to you?

· How does Joe misunderstand what Mr Foster says about the “ugly face of power”?

· When does Joe realise that he has lost his powers? How does the netball team humiliate him? Does Joe deserve this? Justify your answer.

· How does Joe convince Raymond to get his shorts?

· What does Raymond find out from Sally? Can you explain why he took Joe’s shorts back to him even though he know that he no longer had his powers?

· How does Joe know that Mr Foster is in trouble? How does Joe help him?

· What additional information does Mr Foster provide Joe with about himself? Why is Mr Foster so desperate to leave earth?

· Why does Mr Foster give Joe his powers back? Can you explain why he might want Joe to make friends with Raymond?

Discussion

· How does Joe feel about his new powers? Why do you think the other students are calling him the new Raymond? Why is Joe so worried about losing his new powers?

· Describe Raymond’s home situation. How does his home situation help explain his behaviour? Is there any excuse for bullying? Should we feel sorry for Raymond? Justify your answer.

· What lesson do you think Joe has learned from his experience?

· Mr Foster explains to Joe that he can no longer remain on earth because humans have damaged the planet. What sorts of things do humans do that damage the planet?

· Make a prediction about what will happen next in the story. 

Students read Chapter 12 to the end (pp.81-112) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 12-End (pp. 81-112)

· Why is Raymond wary of making friends with Joe? What advice does Mr Foster give Joe?
· Where does Joe have to get Mr Foster to in order to allow him to escape?
· How has Raymond’s behaviour changed since the start of the book? What has brought about these changes?
· What big event is happening at the school?
· What does Mr Foster tell Joe to find to put him in? What does Raymond see that astonishes him? Where does Mr Foster tell Joe that he is? How does this create a problem for Joe?
· How does Raymond react to the amazing story that Joe tells him?
· How does Joe get the netball? What does he do with the ball once he has it? How does Raymond rescue him from the angry netballers?   
· Does Joe have to save Mr Foster? What does it tell us about his character that he is willing to help his teacher?
· What happens after Joe throws the netball at the pylon? How was the incident described later?
· Why does Patsy stick up for Joe to the Fernleigh netball players? Why does Joe agree to be vice-captain?
· How does life change for Joe and Raymond after Mr Foster escapes?
Discussion

· How does Joe show courage when he helps Mr Foster escape? What other attributes does he display? How has his experience with Mr Foster changed him as a person?

· Do you think that Joe and Raymond will remain friends? Explain your answer.

· What do you think happened to Mr Foster?

· What steps can humankind take to ensure the survival of our planet? Do you do anything special to help New Zealand remain clean and green?

· Identify the main themes in the story and explain why they are important.

Activities

News Article – Write a news article about Joe’s amazing experience with Mr Foster. Use the inverted pyramid style of writing and remember to include the 5 W’s and H. Include quotes from people involved.

Play – Write a script for an exciting incident that occurs in the story. Remember to include a list of characters and stage directions. Practice your play and perform it to the class.

Writing – Write a paragraph that explains how the theme of bullying is dealt with in the novel and why this theme is important.

Writing – Write an alternative ending for the story.

Plot – Create a flow chart that shows the main events in the story in the order in which they occur.

Character – Bring objects to school that Raymond or Joe might carry or wear. Explain your choices to the class.

Static Image – Create a static image that combines verbal and visual features to convey a theme from the book.

Letter – Write a letter to the author and explain your reaction to the book.

or write a letter to a friend telling them why they should read this book.

Debate – Debate the existence of life on other planets. 
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