Text Title: Night Rescue

Author: Pauline Cartwright

Synopsis

Jack is a city boy, so when he goes tramping with his step-father Larry he finds himself very much out of his element. When Larry has a terrible fall and suffers severe injuries it is up to Jack to get help and save his life. Jack is scared, but it seems simple enough – take the Hilux and return to Mr Steadman’s. Even though he is only 13 and doesn’t have a licence, Larry has been letting him drive. He can even make it to Mr Steadman’s before it gets dark if he hurries. But from the moment Jack leaves Larry alone at the bottom of the cliff a series of unfortunate events conspire against him. First the Hilux gets stuck in the sand while Jack is crossing a stream. Then when he gets to Mr Steadman’s he finds the kitchen has been gutted by fire. There is no Mr Steadman, no electricity and no phone. Jack has no choice but to continue his journey on foot. Taking Mr Steadman’s puppy, Rascal, with him he continues down the road in the dark. Finally he reaches another house where he thinks that his ordeal is over. But he gets more than he bargains for when he comes across Myra and Rose, two old women who are obviously crazy. Will Jack be able to find help and rescue Larry before it is too late?

Text Type

Night Rescue is a fast-paced adventure. The story would appeal particularly to boys aged 8-12. The main character Jack shows courage and fortitude as he takes on the responsibility of rescuing Larry. Although he is scared he learns that as long as he shows daring, he can accomplish the impossible. Jack’s experience in the wilderness also encourages him to explore his relationship with his step-father. He has always resented Larry’s intrusion into his life. But the possibility of losing Larry makes Jack reexamine his feelings. Themes include perseverance, courage, family relationships and having faith in your own ability.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be covered in 4 shared sessions and 3 independent reading sessions. It has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1-2 (pp. 7-29), Chapters 3-5 (pp. 33-69), Chapters 6-8 (pp. 73-102) and Chapters 9-12 (pp. 105-141).

During the shared sessions encourage students to use a dictionary to define any words they are unfamiliar with. Have them ask questions to clarify their understanding of events and ideas. Encourage the students to consider the setting of the story and how this affects the action. Have them track the development of Jack as a character and explain the reasons for these changes. Identify main themes and ideas in the novel and examine how these are developed through the story.

Introducing the Text

Study the cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· From the illustration, what kind of story do you think this is?

· Who is the main character? What situation does he find himself in?

· What challenges does he face?

· Devise 3 questions that you would like answered about the story. Write these down and complete the answers as you read.

Teacher reads Chapter 1-2 (pp. 7-29) aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapters 1-2 (pp. 7-29)

· Where is the story set?

· How long are Jack and Larry away for?

· What is Jack’s attitude towards the trip?

· How does Jack feel about Larry? Why does he feel this way?

· How does Larry become injured?

· What horrible realization does Jack come to after Larry’s fall?

· What does Larry do to try and reassure Jack?

· What does Larry want Jack to do? How does Jack feel about this suggestion?

Discussion
· Why does Jack resent Larry? Can you understand his feelings? Why/why not?

· How does Larry’s accident begin to change Jack’s opinion of him?

· What should Jack do for Larry before he goes for help? What items might be useful for Jack to take with him and why?

· Describe Jack’s character. How does he feel about the situation that he is in? Do you think he will be able to find help for Larry? Why/why not?

· Predict what will happen next in the story.

Students read Chapters 3-5 (p. 33-69) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 3-5 (pp. 33-69)

· What technique does Jack use to calm himself down?

· What fears does Jack have about leaving Larry alone?

· What does Jack remember about first aid?

· Who taught Jack to drive? Why is Jack so concerned about driving across the countryside? What instructions does Larry give him?

· Why does Jack decide to put the Hilux in 4-wheel drive?

· Describe Jack’s experiences crossing the streams. What does he remember to do that makes the trip easier? What happens to the truck?

· Why is Jack so worried about leaving the truck and continuing the journey on foot?

· Why is Jack surprised when he sees only one light on at Mr Steadman’s house?

· Why is Jack so nervous about dogs? What does he do when he hears the dogs barking? How does he know he has found a friend in Rascal?

Discussion

· Why do you think Larry is so careful to leave it to his mother to give any instructions to Jack? How does Jack feel about this?
· How does Jack feel about being solely responsible for getting help for Larry? In what ways does he rise to the challenge?

· What is Jack hoping will happen when he reaches Mr Steadman’s? What do you think is going to happen?

Students read Chapters 6-8 (pp. 73-102) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 6-8 (pp. 73-102)

· How does Jack initially feel when he arrives at Mr Steadman’s? What terrible possibility occurs to him when he gets to the house? What is the strange smell? Why is he so scared about entering the house?

· Why is Jack unable to use Mr Steadman’s phone?

· What does Jack find in the pantry that cheers him up?

· What two words keep going through Jack’s head?

· Why does Jack decide to take Rascal with him on his journey? What does he think the worst part of walking is? What surprising thought comes into Jack’s head while he is walking down the road?

Discussion

· Why can fear sometimes be a useful thing? Why does Jack believe that he has always been too fearful? What does Jack realize about himself when he is at Mr Steadman’s? What does he decide to do about his fear?
· How would you feel if you were in Jack’s position? Is there anything that you would do differently than him? Explain your answer.
· How is being out in the bush different from the city? What new experiences does Jack have?
Students read Chapters 9-12 (pp. 105-141) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 9-12 (pp. 105-141)

· How does Jack feel when he finds the next house?

· Why do you think Jack is so exhausted all of a sudden?

· Why does Jack decide to break into the house? How does he get in? How does he hurt his leg?

· What causes the explosion of red stars?

· Why is Jack unable to get up?

· Describe the two women who capture Jack. Why does he have so much trouble communicating with them?

· How does Jack feel when he learns the two women have called the police? Who comes to Jack’s rescue?

· Why does it take Sergeant Curruthers so long to figure out what is going on?

· Why do Rose and Myra not mention how long Jack was unconscious for?

· Who does Carruthers contact to help with the rescue mission?

· How do the policemen get the 4-wheel drive out of the sand?

· Describe how Jack feels when he finds Larry.

· How does the rescue crew get Larry to hospital?

· Why does Jack believe that something inside him has shifted past being a “wimpy kid”?

· Why doesn’t Jack want to discuss his experience with Gazz when he gets back to school?

Discussion

· Is it alright to break into someone else’s house in an emergency? Justify your answer.

· What do you think would have happened if Myra and Rose hadn’t called the police?

· What thoughts and feelings would have been running through Larry’s head while he was waiting to be rescued?

· How do you think this experience will change Jack’s relationship with Larry? Explain your answer.

· What lessons do you think Jack has learned from his experience?

· Identify a main theme in the novel. How is this theme developed in the story?

· What is the climax of the story? Why is this point so important?

Activities

Plot – Create a flow diagram showing the main events in the story in the order that they occur.

Static Image – Design a book cover for Night Rescue. Explain why your book cover would encourage people to read the book.

Board game – Design a board game for Night Rescue. For every positive event that occurs reward the player. For every negative event that occurs penalize the player. Illustrate your board game with settings and scenes from the story.

Character – Write 2 paragraphs explaining how Jack’s character develops and changes throughout the novel.

Diary Entry – Imagine that you are Jack. Write a diary entry for your exciting night. Remember to explain the events that occur and your thoughts and feelings towards them.

Play – Choose an exciting scene from the novel and write a script for it. Remember to include characters’ names and stage directions. Practice your play and then present it to the class.

Interview – Formulate five interview questions for Jack, with answers that he would have given.

Pamphlet – Design a pamphlet that contains information about how to survive in the bush. Include a list of important items.

