Text Title: Through Thick and Thin

Author: Shirley Corlett

Synopsis

Matthew and Caleb are best friends. They have been best friends for all of their 13 years. It was inevitable really. After all, their mothers Sandi and Debs are best friends and so are their older brothers Rudy and Brad. The two families are incredibly close and share everything. That is until a tragic accident drives them apart. Brad, Caleb’s older brother, dies in a car accident. Rudy was with him in the car and even though Brad was driving, Debs blames Rudy for the accident. The two families soon become estranged as they struggle with their grief. Caleb and his family move away and Caleb is about to start a new school. But Matthew and Caleb don’t want to stop being friends. They can’t understand why everything has to change, so they decide to run away. They will return when their mothers make up and agree to let them be mates again. Both boys have been camping before. They are capable and self-sufficient. What they don’t realise is that the success of their camping expedition is contingent upon the weather. When the weather turns bad the trip becomes a nightmare that threatens to take the lives of both boys.

Text Type

Through Thick and Thin is a fast-paced story. Though targeted specifically towards boys, readers of both genders will enjoy this novel. The novel examines friendship and the effects that a tragedy can have. Matthew and Caleb’s camping expedition provides action and adventure and shows the reader how self-sufficient and courageous the boys are. The death of Brad through drink driving is a tragedy that inspires many changes and developments in the main characters. Matthew learns to fight for his friendship with Caleb and risks his life to save his friend. He also learns to accept his father’s disappearance and the new man in his mother’s life. Rudy comes to the realisation that although his best friend is dead, he must go on living.

Themes include drink driving, dealing with tragedy, changing family relationships, friendship and the importance of communication.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be covered in 5 shared sessions and 4 independent reading sessions. It has been divided up as follows: Chapter 1 (pp. 7-21), Chapters 2-5 (pp. 22-61), Chapters 6-13 (pp. 65-137), Chapters 19-22 (pp. 192-232).

During the shared sessions encourage students to discuss themes and issues raised in the text. Highlight the dangers of driving drunk and examine the effects of tragedy on family members and friends. Have students track how the main characters in the novel develop and change as they learn to cope with different events. Discuss friendship and what it means to be a good friend.

Introducing the Text

Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· What kind of novel do you think this is going to be? How do you know?

· Who are the main characters in the novel?

· What tragic event occurs?

· Make a prediction about what is going to happen in the story.

· Devise three questions that you want answered about the text. Answer these questions as you read.

Teacher reads Chapter 1 (pp. 7-21) aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books

Comprehension Chapter 1 (pp. 7-21)

· Who is the main character in the story? What do we know about him so far?
· Where do you think the story is set?
· What kind of bike does Matthew have? How much did it cost him to buy? Why is he so proud of it?
· Where does Matthew’s bike get stolen from? What part does Matthew play in the bike’s theft?
· How does Matthew deal with the theft of his bike?
· Who is Matthew’s best friend? How does he help Matthew try and find his bike?
· Why doesn’t Matthew want his mother to know that his bike was stolen? Why does he eventually tell her?
· Name Matthew’s brother. How old is he?
Discussion

· Describe Matthew’s mother. How does she react when Matthew tells her his bike has been stolen? Does she seem like a good parent? Why/why not? What values does she try and instil in her sons?

· Where do you think Matthew’s father is? How does Sandi feel about him? How does Matthew feel about him?

· Will Matthew get his bike back? If so, who do you think will find it?

Students read Chapters 2-5 (pp. 22-61) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 2-5 (pp. 22-61)

· Who is Debs? Describe Matthew’s relationship with her.

· How long have Sandi and Debs been friends for?

· Why does Caleb have mood swings?

· Who are Rudy and Brad? Why is Matthew so pleased to have them with him while he is searching for his bike?

· Why does Matthew think that Caleb wrecks everything that he touches?

· Why is Sandi so annoyed with Rudy? How does she illustrate her displeasure to him? What is Rudy’s excuse for what he has done?

· How does Matthew know that Caleb needs his medication at the pool?

· What do we learn about Matthew’s father from his conversation with Rudy? In what ways does Rudy’s attitude towards his father differ from Matthew’s?

· What is Caleb and Brad’s father like? Why are they lucky having Quin?

· Who does Rudy think Sandi may be interested in? How does Matthew react to this news?

· What shocking news does Matthew learn about Brad?

Discussion

· What evidence is there in the story to suggest that Matthew and Caleb’s family are like one big extended family? Describe Debs’ relationship with Sandi. What do Rudy and Brad enjoy doing together? What about Matthew and Caleb?

· Sandi is furious with Rudy for driving drunk. What is dangerous about this behaviour? What are the possible consequences? Do you think Rudy will do it again? Why/why not?

· What does ADHD stand for? Do you know anyone with this condition? What behaviours do they exhibit? In what ways would it be difficult to maintain a friendship with someone with ADHD? What would be great (the benefits) of having a friend with ADHD? How is it similar to any other friendship?

· Why is Matthew so upset when he learns that Sandi may be interested in Jon? Why does he feel this way? Is he being fair to his mother? Why/why not?

· What kind of accident do you think Rudy and Brad were involved in? How do you think Brad’s death will affect the two families?

Students read Chapters 6-13 (pp. 65-137) independently before the next shared session.

Chapters 6-13 (pp. 65-137)

· Describe the encounter between Debs, Rudy and Sandi. Why does Debs react like this?

· What does Sandi learn at the Police station? Why do you think Rudy doesn’t want to talk about the accident?

· Why is Sandi so disappointed with Rudy even though she knows he wasn’t driving?

· Why does Sandi decide that they shouldn’t attend the funeral? Do you think she has made the right decision? Explain your answer.

· What agreement do Matthew and Sandi come to about Matthew’s bike?

· Describe Matthew’s encounter with Caleb in town. Why doesn’t Sandi want Matthew talking to Caleb?

· How does Matthew feel about Sandi’s burgeoning relationship with Jon?

· What does Sandi mean when she tells Matthew that he is her “rock”?

· What makes Matthew decide to try and be nicer to Jon?

· Why is Matthew so shocked when he sees Caleb? What does he decide to do?

· Describe Matthew’s confrontation with Caleb. Why is each boy so angry with the other? Why do you think the boys start laughing after the fight?

· How did Caleb come to have Matthew’s bike? Why didn’t he return it to him?

· How does Caleb feel about what has happened with their families? What does he tell Matthew about Debs?

· Why does Matthew believe that both Brad and Rudy were responsible for the accident?

· What do the boys decide to do about the bike?

· Why do the boys want to run away? Where do they decide to go? Do you think their plan will work? Why/why not?

· What do the boys do to fix up the raft?

· Why do the boys decide to head to the camp site at night?

· Why does Caleb organise to stay at his grans the night the boys leave?

· Who does Matthew bump into in the supermarket? How does he manage to convince his mother that he wasn’t there?

Discussion

· Why is it important to attend the funeral of loved ones?

· What evidence is there to suggest that Rudy is not dealing with Brad’s death? How do his family try and help him cope?

· Do you believe that it is fair for Debs and Sandi to stop Caleb and Matthew seeing each other? Explain your answer.

· What pressures is Matthew under at the moment? How does he try and deal with these pressures? Does he receive any support from his family? What things could his family do that might help him?

· It is simply pride stopping Debs and Sandi making up. Do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.

· Do you think that Matthew and Caleb have considered all of the things that could go wrong with their plan? Can you think of anything that they have forgotten? What are some of the potential problems that the boys could face?

Students read Chapters 14-18 (pp. 138-191) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 14-18 (pp. 138-191)

· Why can’t Caleb meet Matthew in the afternoon?

· How long do the boys plan to stay away?

· Summarise the contents of the boys’ letters to their parents.

· Where does Matthew follow Rudy to? How does Rudy react when he catches Matthew? What does Matthew wish he could say to his brother?

· Why does Matthew begin to question his decision to run away?

· How do Matthew and Caleb manage to outwit the police?

· Why are the boys worried about the raft?

· Why are Matthew and Caleb so nervous when they enter the gorge?

· What does Caleb tell Matthew he has forgotten to bring? What problems could this cause for the boys?

· Why do the boys decide that it is too dangerous to light a fire?

· Why does Matthew warn Caleb about going further into the water? Why doesn’t Caleb listen to him?

· What do Matthew and Caleb find while they are exploring the island? Why do they find it so difficult to reach the top of the cliffs?

· What problem do the boys encounter with their phones?

· Why are they so upset when they think there is no way to reach the top of the cliffs?

· Why does Caleb ignore Matthew’s warnings about swimming? What happens to him? How does Matthew react when Caleb disappears from view? Why does he feel so powerless?

· How does Matthew feel when he thinks Caleb is dead? How does Caleb manage to escape the river? What does Caleb’s narrow escape make Matthew realise?

· What does Caleb share with Matthew, about Brad, by the campfire?

Discussion

· Describe Matthew and Caleb’s camping experience. What skills and abilities does each display? What challenges do they face and how do they overcome them?
· How does Caleb’s ADHD cause problems for Matthew? What steps does Matthew take to try and make his behaviour more manageable?
· How do you think Sandi and Debs reacted when they found the letters from their sons? What actions do you think they will take to try and track them down? How successful do you think Matthew and Caleb’s plan will be? Explain your answer.
· Matthew says, “Our mums are so different”. How true is this statement? Why do you think the two women were such close friends?
· What parts of camping do the boys enjoy? What do they dislike? Why does Matthew believe that “being on your own wasn’t all fun”?
· Do you believe that it is possible to have contact with people after they have passed away? Have you ever had an experience like Caleb’s?
· Predict what will happen next in the story.
Students read Chapters 19-22 (pp. 192-232) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 19-22 (pp. 192-232)

· Why does Caleb think that it is going to rain?
· Describe how Caleb and Matthew manage to get through the narrow rocks. How does Matthew feel about this experience?
· Why are the boys so weary about crossing the crevasse? What trouble does Matthew experience? How does Caleb save him?
· Why are Matthew and Caleb so disappointed with the text messages from their families?
· Why do the boys run away from the clearing before their mothers return their texts?
· What makes the loud roaring noise that Matthew awakens to? What realisation does he come to about the river and their campsite? Where does he decide they should escape to?
· How does Caleb hurt his ankle? Why doesn’t Matthew leave Caleb and go ahead alone? What does this suggest about his character? When Matthew realises that they won’t get to the cave what does he try and reach for?
· Why does Matthew think, “It was hard to believe that it was the same river”?
· Why is Matthew so relieved to hear the helicopter?
· What injuries does Matthew sustain from his adventure? What about Caleb?
· What does Rudy reveal to Matthew when he gets home from the hospital?
· How did Jon help Rudy? What information did he reveal about himself that surprised Rudy?
· Why does Rudy believe that Jon is good for Sandi? Why does he encourage Matthew to let his father “go”?
· Describe Rudy and Sandi’s first meeting with Quin and Debs. 
· How did the farmer know who Matthew and Caleb were? What do you think might have happened if he didn’t call the police?
· Why does Rudy believe that he has to visit Brad’s grave? What does he reveal about that fateful night while he is talking to his friend?
· What suggests to us that Matthew and Caleb’s relationship has returned to normal at the end of the story?
Discussion
· How does Matthew’s experience strengthen his relationship with his mother?
· What lessons do you think Matthew learnt from his camping experience? In what ways has he developed and changed throughout the novel?
· Identify the climax of the novel. Why is this event important? 
· What is the main message or idea in the text? How is this idea developed throughout the story?
· What lessons do you think Rudy has learned from his experience? What evidence is there to suggest that he is learning to accept Brad’s death at the end of the story?
· What positive events happened because of Matthew and Caleb’s disappearance? Do you think the two boys did the right thing? Why/why not?
Activities

Plot graph – Design a plot graph to show the important events that occur in Through Thick and Thin.  Plot them in order of importance.  Label the vertical axis “Level of excitement”. Label the horizontal axis 1-10, then list 10 important events that occur in the story. Plot each event according to its level of excitement. Remember to clearly label the climax.

News Report – Write a news reporter’s item about the disappearance of the two boys. Include quotes from their families. Practise your item and present it to the class.

Pamphlet – Write a pamphlet that includes information about what gear to take on a camping trip and 10 safety tips to help people survive the outdoors.

Storyboard – Choose an exciting section of the novel and depict it by drawing a storyboard. Your storyboard should include 10 frames with captions.

Poem – Write a poem from Rudy to Brad that would be suitable to read at his funeral.

Diary – Imagine you are Matthew. Write a diary entry detailing a day out camping. Remember to include events that occur and your thoughts and feelings about them.

Movie – Imagine that Through Thick and Thin is being made into a movie.

a. Design a promotional poster advertising the film.

b. Choose 5 songs for the soundtrack. Explain when they would be played and why they are appropriate.

Static Image – Design a poster that is part of a “Don’t drink and drive” campaign.

Writing – Write 2 paragraphs that identify a main theme or idea in the novel. Explain why this theme is important. Back up your ideas with evidence from the text.

