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1. With the help of a hula hoop, 
trace out a large 2” circle onto 
insulation board and carefully 
cut it out with a utility knife. (For 
safety purposes, we recommend 
wearing leather gloves when us-
ing the utility knife.  
Never leave the utility knife 
where children can pick it up.)

2. Using something round like a 
bucket, trace out a 12” circle 
onto insulation board and cut 
out. Place the smaller circle into 
the larger ring created in Step 1.

3. Trace the large ring onto card-
board and cut out. Place aside.

Pirate Ship Wheel Instructions
Supplies*:
 
•	4’ x 8’ foam insulation board
•	Cardboard 
•	8 paint sticks
•	Hula hoop
•	½” x 3 ½” long Hex cap screw
•	½” bolt
•	½” screw spacer
•	Utility knife
•	Scissors
•	Marker
•	Brown paint
•	Paint brushes
•	Gold duct tape
•	Spray adhesive
•	Hot glue gun
•	Velcro®

•	Gold plastic plate
•	Gold paper fasteners
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*Remember, these are only suggestions.  
This project should be fun and creative, so use 
supplies you have on hand for substitutions.



4. Trace the 12” circle onto card-
board and cut out. Place aside.

5. Turn the ring and round piece of 
insulation over and center the 
circle inside the ring. Arrange 
the eight paint sticks around the 
circles, as shown. Hot glue into 
place.

6. Cover the paint sticks and  
insulation with the cardboard 
cutout and hot glue into place. 
Drill a whole through the center 
of both the cardboard and insu-
lation circle. Make sure the hole 
is just big enough to snugly push 
the screw spacer completely 
through. 

7. Get your hardware ready. You’ll 
need one ½” screw spacer, one 
½” bolt, and one ½” x 3 ½” long 
hex cap screw. 

8. Insert the spacer into the hole 
and hot glue into place.

9. Using a meter stick, draw and 
cut out the base shape from the 
foam insulation, making sure it is 
at least 2’ to 3’ tall and more than 
12” wide at the bottom. Trace 
and cut out the shape two more 
times and stack and glue the 
layers together with spray adhe-
sive to create a thicker, sturdier 
board.
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10. Drill a hole towards the top of 
the base and feed the screw 
through the back. Slip the 
wheel onto the screw.

11. Fasten the wheel in place with 
a bolt, making sure to tighten 
the bolt just enough to allow 
the wheel to spin.

12. Paint the wheel brown. Use a 
dry brush technique with vary-
ing brown paint to give the 
wheel a weathered look.
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13. Embellish the wheel with gold 
details. Wrap sections of the 
paint sticks with gold tape. 
Push gold fasteners into the 
foam ring at every paint stick 
intersection. Attach a gold 
plate face down to the center 
of the wheel to cover the bolt. 
Use Velcro® to attach it so you 
have the ability to remove the 
wheel for easy installation. 


