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AUTHOR PROFILE
CLAIRE DE ZOETE





ILLUSTRATOR OF BUMBLEBEE PIE

Claire was born on Auckland’s North Shore in 1975, where she did her schooling at Browns Bay Primary, Murrays Bay Intermediate, Rangitoto College and finally Freelance Animators Ltd where she completed a 6-month animation course.

Even when very young, becoming an illustrator was something that had always been on Claire’s mind as the right thing to do. She has been drawing all her life but it was really only in the last 3-4 years that she felt ready to approach publishers with her work.

Claire received lots of encouragement in her life including a fellow illustrator who helped development her style. She acknowledges that the Dr Seuss books influenced her approach to Bumblebee Pie, which she wanted to be wacky with lots of movement and energy.

Claire’s advice for aspiring illustrators is “practise as much as you can, look at other people’s work and think about what you like and don’t like about it – why it works for you or doesn’t – as this will help you know what is important to you when you illustrate. Also I believe it’s important to have a distinctive style that can be identified as uniquely yours. On the business side 

of things, the best advice has got to be – don’t give up. Keep trying, keep sending your work, be memorable and don’t let rejection get you so down that you give up.”

Claire is currently working on the Miss Primrose series written by Janet Slater Bottin, the first of which is due for publication in 2005.

Current titles available from Scholastic:

Bumbebee Pie

1-86943-631-8

