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AUTHOR PROFILE
DIANA NOONAN

AUTHOR OF THE MUCH-LOVED THE BEST-LOVED BEAR AND, MORE RECENTLY, THE BEST DRESSED BEAR.

Born 1960 in Dunedin.

Diana attended Waihola Primary and Tokomairiro High School before going to Otago University where she gained a Bachelors degree in English.  

Following training at Auckland Secondary Teachers’ College she became a secondary school teacher.

4 years later Diana took up full time writing for radio, television, film, as well as producing educational reading material and books for children.

Diana’s first young adult novel was Silent People in 1990.   Followed by over a hundred titles for children, from young adult novels to picture books for learner readers.

Awards received:

1994 Aim Children’s Book Award for Best Junior Fiction for A Dolphin in 


the Bay

1995 Aim Children’s Book Award for Best Picture Book for The Best-Loved 

Bear

1997 New Zealand Library and Information Association Award for Non-

fiction for I Spy Wildlife

1998 New Zealand Post children’s Book Award for Non-fiction – jointly with 

her husband Keith Olsen – for The Know, Sow and Grow Kids’ Book of 

Plants

In addition to these wins, Diana Noonan has had four tiles short listed for New Zealand children’s literature prizes, and one for the Australian Wilderness Society Environment Award for Children’s Literature.

I’ve been writing for children for about ten years. You might have seen my books in your library or at school, or in  book shops. You might have heard my stories on the radio, or have seen them on television. People often ask me if I have a favourite book that I have written. I think I would say that it is Hercules, a book about a little oyster catcher chick that hatched on the beach close to my home. I know that for lots of readers, their favourite Diana Noonan book is The Best-Loved Bear.

I live with my husband, Keith Olsen, who illustrates and writes for children, and with our son Max – who has also published a book! My home is beside the sea in Catlins, a remote region on the south-east coast of the South Island of New Zealand. When I am not writing and editing, I enjoy gardening, walking our two donkeys, Ambrose and Edith, playing with our white rat, Niblenose, looking after my beehives, reading and traveling.

I can’t ever imagine a time when I will not be writing for young people. I always have the story ideas in my head and in my notebooks.   I enjoy making children laugh, introducing them to the exciting world that is right under their noses, taking them to places they may have never visited before, and just plain entertaining them.

If I have any special tips for young writers, it is that they should read and think about what they do and don’t enjoy in a book. When it comes time to write, write about what you know best – the people, places and events that are all around you.

Of interest:

One of Diana Noonan’s donkeys was included in Robyn Belton’s illustrations for The Christmas Caravan, written with Jennifer Beck.

Diana’s latest book is The Best Dressed Bear (sequel to The Best-Loved Bear),

Current titles available from Scholastic New Zealand Ltd:

The Best-Loved Bear HC



1 86943 178 2

The Best-Loved Bear SC



1 86943 347 5

The Best Dressed Bear HC



1 86943 501 X

The Best Dressed Bear SC



1 86943 533 8

Auntie Rosie and the Rabbit



1 86943 539 7

