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AUTHOR PROFILE
DINAH PRIESTLEY





AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR OF OSCAR, STAR OF THE OPERA

Dinah was born in Wellington in 1938 and educated at Kelburn Normal School and Wellington Girls’ College before her family moved to Malaya. On her return Dinah went to Teachers’ College in Wellington and on to Victoria University where she majored in English and French. 

Past occupations Dinah has had include teaching in, both NZ and Zambia, journalism, and a stint editing Education magazine for a year, as well as acting in numerous shows on TV and broadcasting on Radio NZ. 

Writing and art have always been a part of Dinah’s life, whether stories for her children or scripts for radio. Encouragement for these pursuits came firstly from her parents and then a primary school teacher called Miss McGreavy, whose passion for reading and history made Dinah think anything was possible.

Dinah’s love of theatre spills into her everyday life. She loves having parties where people come in fancy dress and sing or put on plays to entertain each other.  She also enjoys gardening, cartooning, playing the guitar and singing, and is now learning the piano and trying to teach herself Spanish.. 

What Dinah loves most about writing and illustrating is when an idea just falls into her head from God knows where! She also likes it when one of her illustrations makes her laugh and loves it even more when it makes someone else laugh. 

When not busy acting, writing, painting etc. Dinah spends time with her five daughters and four grandchildren, or travels overseas with her partner Tony Burton. Sometimes they travel with exhibitions of their batik work.

Her first book for Scholastic New Zealand Ltd, Oscar, Star of the Opera, was inspired by watching her border collie Murphy warbling along with Pavarotti, and remembering the fun of having a dress up box full of old theatrical costumes when she was young and on hearing many young people say “I just want to be famous.”

Other publications by Dinah Priestley:

1988 Hector the Bully; 1988 Old Thorndon; 1990 The Premier’s House; 1994 That’s Not Cricket; 2004 Oscar, Star of the Opera

Current Scholastic titles available:

Oscar, Star of the Opera
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