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AUTHOR PROFILE
EIRLYS HUNTER









AUTHOR OF THE FINN’S QUEST TRILOGY

Eirlys was born in 1952 and  grew up in London. Short-sighted as a child, she could not see the blackboard or the teacher clearly and used to spend all day making up stories and living out adventures in her head. At 11 she got glasses and suddenly the whole world became crisp and clear and it wasn't so easy to ignore it any more. As a teenager, her great passion was acting and going to the theatre.

“I loved making up stories when I was young. I was given an old typewriter for Christmas when I was ten and I planned to write a great novel on it, but I didn’t get very far. I didn’t want to leave anything out, so after six long pages my main character still hadn’t decided what to have for breakfast.”

When Eirlys left school she did lots of different things including cleaning a castle, sorting Christmas post, sending sand to the Arabian desert (special sand for swimming pool filters), going to university and teaching in a primary school. When she wasn't working, she still liked to escape into other worlds through reading. Her favourite place to read is in the bath.

In 1983 Eirlys and her husband moved to New Zealand with their two children. Two more children were born here. Eirlys used to make up stories to tell them when they were young, and as they grew older she started writing 

books. She wrote the first Finn’s Quest book, The Queen-Seekers, for her son who loved reading fantasy stories and playing games on the computer.

In 1991 Eirlys joined the Original Composition class at Victoria University and in 1998 completed an MA in creative writing there.

Eirlys’s advice for aspiring young writers is: “Just do it! Read and read and read, and write and write and write. And remember that authors often write four, six or even ten drafts of something before it’s good enough to publish. Don’t be disheartened if you get rejections at first – it may take years and years before you write something someone wants to publish. Fortunately, writing is not something you get too old to do.”

2000 saw Eirlys’s first adult book, Black and White published.

Children’s titles by Eirlys Hunter, published by Scholastic:

1996  The Robber and the Millionaire, illustrated by Nobby Clark

1996  The Astonishing Madam Majolica, illustrated by Kelvin Hawley

1999  The Quake

2000  Finn’s Quest 1: The Queen-Seekers

2001 Finn’s Quest 2: Coldkeep Castle

2004  Finn’s Quest 3: The Slave-Stealers

Currently available from Scholastic:

Finn’s Quest 1: The Queen-Seekers (rejacketed edition)
1-86943-653-9

Finn’s Quest 2: Coldkeep Castle (rejacketed edition)
1-86943-654-7

Finn’s Quest 3: The Slave-Stealers



1-86943-567-2

