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AUTHOR PROFILE
ERROL MCLEARY




AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR OF LOOKING FOR LORI 

Errol was born in Howick, Auckland, in 1951 and attended schools in South Auckland, following which he attended night classes at the Auckland Technical Institute. 

After college Errol was all set to go to Art School but took a holiday job with a publisher and was offered a fulltime job as a Magazine Designer. He soon began to attract freelance work and then became an Advertising Agency Visualiser, then Art Director. Errol continued to get as much industry experience as possible, working briefly in a television design department before becoming a newspaper illustrator and cartoonist with the NZ Herald. Using this broad background he set up a graphic design business, eventually concentrating on book design. 

Errol grew up in the late 50s and early 60s, so the mass media that influenced him were comics and books. As a result he always directed his creative energy and interests into print. He always wanted to illustrate and over the years has become more interested in illustrating his own books. It was Errol’s dream to be able to earn a living doing what he enjoyed most – creating ideas, characters and artwork that reached people through the publication of books.  After 30 years in graphic art working for business clients Errol reached the point where he wanted to devote the rest of his time and energy to that dream. 

When Errol began in commercial art in 1968 you had to be proficient as an artist (there 

were no computer graphics), so he had always been happiest when illustrating using traditional techniques. In order to find the time to do this work Errol knew he had to go somewhere where he wasn’t known and his clients couldn’t find him – so that is why he 

moved to Australia to live. Errol now feels he is doing what he wanted to do when he started out all those years ago – illustrating and writing.

Errol loved the line drawings and characters of the English illustrator E H Shepard (Winnie the Pooh, Wind in the Willows) and the style and tones of the earlier master illustrators, Arthur Rackham and Edmund Dulac. In 1968 the American illustrator, Maurice Sendak (Where the Wild Things Are) was a huge influence with his ink and wash illustrations. Errol admired the quirky line drawing of the American cartoonist Charles Schultz (Peanuts) and more recently the frantic style of the English illustrator Quentin Blake.

Reading, walking on windswept beaches, landscaping the garden or building things with wood are some of the activities Errol pursues when not writing or drawing. Plus of course sport and music. 

Errol has illustrated many books for different publishers over the years, but has now begun writing his own books as well as illustrating them.

Current Scholastic titles available:

Dragonspell (written by John Parker)




1-86943-597-4

Looking for Lori






1-86943-664-4

Chimney-less at Christmas (written by Anna-Miringa Scott)
1-86943-669-5

Coming soon:

When Giddy’s Been Acting the Goat (written by Lynette Jack)
1-86943-652-0

