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AUTHOR OF VERITY’S TRUTH

Born in Yorkshire, England in 1960. The family emigrated to Wellington, New Zealand in 1968. 

Fifi was educated at several airforce schools in England and Africa before arriving in New Zealand and attending Berhampore School, Johnsonville West School, Raroa Intermediate and then Wellington Girls’ College. 

After high school Fifi went to Design School to become a graphic artist and illustrator. After graduating Fifi moved to Christchurch and set up as a freelance artist. 
Fifi’s big break came on the show “What Now”, first as the designer on the club magazine and then as a presenter of the show. For seven years she worked with a great team making and designing all kinds of wonderful things.

There was a one year stint as a radio poet where Fifi appeared regularly on the Wayne Mowat’s National Radio programme.

For 8 years Fifi has had a column in Next Magazine where some of her poetry has been published.

Fifi has illustrated 23 books as well as serving as the President of the New 

Zealand Illustrators’ Guild (1998-2000). Her illustrations can be seen in the NZ School Journal as well as on the book jackets for many publishers.

Colston’s Illustrated Books include:
The Old Man and The Cat (1984) 
Mr Magee Comes Home for his Tea (1984)
Rain (1984)
The Oldest Garden in China (1985)
Not Without Randolph (1993)
Fifi’s Crafty Arts: Book One (1995)
Fifi’s Crafty Arts: Book Two (1995)
Midnight Feast (1996)
Get Real Paddy Manson (1996)
This Tail (1996)
It’s My Bread (1997)
Dear Tom (1997)
Fifi Verses The World (2000)
Mystery Valley (2000)
The Great Egg Problem (2000)
Going Places (2000)
Brother Trouble (2001)
The Great New Zealand Activity Book (2000)
Toroa (The Albatross) (2001) 
Panui Pangarau (2003)
Nga Taonga O Te Kaitiora (2002)
Te Takaro Tirama (2003)
Te Ao Ahuahanga (2003)

In addition to her writing and illustration work, Fifi is a regular entrant in Wearable Arts New Zealand held in Nelson each year.

Currently Fifi is enrolled in the MA Scriptwriting at the IIML, Victoria University. Fifi also works as a stand-up comedian.

Verity’s Truth is Fifi’s first young adult novel.

Fifi lives in Wellington with her family and participates in the New Zealand Book Council Writers in Schools Programme.
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