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AUTHOR PROFILE
GAVIN BISHOP







AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR OF THE LITTLE TRACTOR

Gavin was born in Invercargill in 1946 and went to school in Kingston on the shores of Lake Wakatipu. Later he moved to Clifton Primary School and then on to high school at Southland Technical College where he specialised in art. He then studied painting for 4 years at Canterbury University's School of Fine Arts in Christchurch. 

At the age of two Gavin decided he wanted to be an artist but despite encouragement from parents, teachers and friends, it was not until he was 33 that he decided to have a go at writing and illustrating a picture book of his own.

Gavin’s illustrations have been exhibited around the world, from the then Czechoslovakia to Japan. He was a judge of the 2003 Noma Concours competition for Children's Picture Book Illustration and has spoken at many international forums.

A truly international writer and illustrator Gavin’s work has appeared on greeting cards and posters and in 1985 he was commissioned to write and design a ballet for the Royal NZ Ballet Company. The result was Terrible Tam, which toured the country for 18 months. Another ballet, Te Maia and the Sea Devil followed in 1987.

Gavin was a High School Art Teacher for 30 years but is now a full-time writer and illustrator of children’s books.

Awards:

The Russell Clark Medal for Illustration 

1981 Mrs McGinty and The Bizarre Plant
The Grand Prix in the Noma Concours in Japan
1984
Mr Fox 

NZ Children’s Picture Book of the Year

1983 Mr Fox

2000
The House that Jack Built which also won Book of the Year 

and was a CLFNZ Notable Book 

2001
Stay Awake Bear  (Orchard Books/Scholastic) shortlisted, and was a CLFNZ Notable Book 

LlANZA Awards

2004
The Three Billy Goats Gruff  Finalist Russell Clark Medal for Illustration 

NZ Book Council Margaret Mahy Lecture Award - 2000
Publications:

1981
Mrs McGinty and the Bizarre Plant

1981
The Year of the Yelvertons

1982
Bidibidi

1984
The Horror of Hickory Bay

1984
Chicken Licken
1985
The Hungry Fox
1986
Mother Hubbard
1987
A Apple Pie
1989
The Three Little Pigs
1990
Katarina
1991
The Lion and the Jackal (illustrations only)

1992
Little Red Rocking Hood (illustrations only)
1993
Hinepau

1996
Good Luck Elephant
1996
Jump into Bed

1996
Cabbage Caterpillar
1996
Maui and the Sun

1996
The Wedding of Mistress Fox
1997
The Secret Lives of Mr and Mrs Smith
1997
Little Rabbit and the Sea

1998
Maui and the Goddess of Fire
1999
Woodchuck’s New Helper
1999
The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing

1999
The Big Race

1999
The Lost Sock
1999
The Big Race
1999
Video Shop Sparrow (illustrations only, text by Joy Cowley)

2000
Stay Awake, Bear!

2001
Pip the Penguin (illustrations only, text by Joy Cowley)
2001
Tom Thumb (shortlisted in the Picture Book category for 2002 New 

Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards)

2002
Bidibidi

2003
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
2004
The Little Tractor (illustrations only, text by Joy Cowley)

Many of the above books have been translated into other languages.

Gavin is currently working on illustrations for The Waka, the 2004 Joy Cowley Award winner, due for publication in 2005.

Current titles available from Scholastic:

Bidibidi (Maori edition)

1-86943-515-X

Stay Awake, Bear!


0-53130-249-0

The Three Billy Goats Gruff

1-86943-587-7
Pip the Penguin


1-86943-480-3
The Little Tractor


1-86943-599-0
The Little Tractor (Maori edition)
1-86943-614-8

Maui and the Goddess of Fire
1-86943-381-5
Mr Fox (Maori edition)

1-86943-512-5
The Three Little Pigs (Maori edition)
1-86943-510-9

