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AUTHOR PROFILE
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AUTHOR OF LITTLE DUCK CHECKS IT OUT 
Born in Te Kuiti in 1948, Grey Armstrong attended Greerton, Mt Maunganui and Whangamata Primary Schools before going to Waihi and Mahurangi Colleges.

After leaving school Grey became a technical trainee at the Naval Research Laboratory in Devonport, at the same time doing units at Auckland Technical Institute. He then went on to Auckland University for a Science Degree, however, finding his chosen career ‘boring’ he decided to go to Teachers’ Training College and become a teacher. As a teacher and then principal, Grey travelled around New Zealand.

Grey became interested in writing as a child by telling made up stories to his younger sister and cousins. He did a creative writing course at Teacher’s Training College but it was not until he started writing short books for some of the children at Goldfields Special School that he decided to go to a course at Waikato University, which got him fired up. 

Grey’s advice to young writers: “Finish as many of your stories as you can, whether you think others will like them or not. You learn from writing any story, not just the ones that please others. Accept rejections with the attitude that you can always get better – one failure does not mean you can’t write.”
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