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AUTHOR OF ONE-WAY TICKET

Iona was born in Invercargill in 1954 and went to school at Kapuka Primary and James Hargest High before going on to Otago University.

Iona was always good at writing at school and enjoyed it. She thought she wanted to be a writer but didn’t have the courage to choose it as a career until she returned from overseas in 1981.

Although 27 when she started writing as a journalist (firstly as the editor of a fortnightly tabloid in the Bay of Islands and finally as the books page editor and feature writer for the The Dominion), it was only when her daughters were little that she became interested in writing for children.

As a Writer/Editor at Creative New Zealand, Iona gets to write press releases and stories about New Zealand arts and artists.

Of writing Iona says she enjoys “getting it right – it’s a great feeling when you know you’ve written something good.”

Inspiration for one-way ticket came from a time when Iona lived in Toronto. Her own daughters, 4 and 6 at the time, adjusted easily but knew that 

teenagers are often much more reluctant to leave their peers and she wanted to write about such a child having to leave home and live in a different culture.

Iona's advice to aspiring writers is “Just do it – and regularly. To write, you also need to read a lot. If you want to write for teenagers, then it’s a good idea to read teenage fiction. There are plenty of writing courses available, which provide motivation and can be a good way to meet other writers in your area.”

one-way ticket is Iona’s second book for Scholastic New Zealand Ltd. Her first, Summer of Shadows published in 1997, was the inaugural winner of the Tom Fitzgibbon Award for a previously unpublished writer.

Awards:

1997 Readers Digest/New Zealand Society of Authors Fellowship

1996 Inaugural Tom Fitzgibbon Award Winner for Summer of Shadows.
Current titles available from Scholastic:
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