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AUTHOR OF MY STORY EARTHQUAKE! 
THE DIARY OF KATIE BOURKE, NAPIER, 1930-31
Janine McVeagh was born in Napier in 1946 and attended St Joseph’s (infants), St Patrick’s (primary) and Sacred Heart (secondary) all in Napier before going to Victoria University in Wellington. Further study was done through Christchurch College of Education and Charles Sturt University (Wagga Wagga, Australia).

It was during Janine’s time at home raising her children that she considered writing stories. She went to one of Fiona Kidman’s writing courses and Fiona encouraged Janine to send a couple of her short stories to the radio. They were broadcast. The Editor of the School Journal was a speaker at Fiona Kidman’s course and he also encouraged Janine to send in some stories. These too were published.

For Earthquake! Janine had to do a lot of reading and research. Growing up in Napier and hearing stories of the earthquake from her parents who were children at the time, helped greatly to get the feel for those days, as did going to school in buildings that had survived the earthquake. Other family stories, like the older brother suddenly appearing at the table after being away for many years, were also woven into the story.

When not writing Janine loves reading, walking in the bush, gardening, art and being involved in community and environmental discussions. The latter saw Janine stand for parliament twice and she has also been on the local community board.

At present Janine is teaching the online writing course for Northland Polytechnic which is based around writing for children. She meets them in a cyber-classroom and it’s lots of fun. Previously Janine has worked in various jobs including government departments in NZ, 

teaching in London, writing articles, stories and books for an income, and keeping pigs in Hokianga. 

Janine’s best advice to future writers is to read lots of books. Make a regular time to write and just write without worrying about how good it is – you always have to change it anyway.

Janine has had many stories and articles published in journals and magazines, and has produced a range of children’s books in Te Reo Maori, but Earthquake! is her first trade novel.
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