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ILLUSTRATOR PROFILE
JENNA PACKER







ILLUSTRATOR OF EATING PLUMS IN BED

Jenna’s workspace is sometimes the kitchen table, the floor, or the desk next to her printing press. For most books Jenna does research, which might mean drawing in the henhouse, or orchard, or sketches from her notebooks, or going to the library. Her inspiration for characters comes from the people around her, especial her sons Bruno and Lucan 

When not illustrating books Jenna likes to do large paintings and prints. Illustrating combines two of the things Jenna loves best, pictures and stories.

Eating Plums in Bed 

What would you do if your parents left you stuck up a plum tree for months and months? This was an unusual book to illustrate as the main character spends most of his time alone and in one place; coping with living in a tree – he does not even get a change of pyjamas. The tree changes though, as do the child’s feelings about being there, and so that was the focus of Jenna’s pictures. Although she used drawings of real plum trees, she made the branches very thin, so you could see how far up and away the boy feels by winter-time.

The pictures were done in ink, watercolour and dye, and have many of Jenna’s favourite colours in them.

Jenna lives at Waitati on the coast near Dunedin with the boys and their father author Scott Willis.

Current titles available:

Enough is Enough
1-86943-576-2 Soft cover

Enough is Enough
1-86943=576-4 Hard cover

Desert Dessert

1-86943-447-1

Eating Plums in Bed
1-86943-536-2

