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AUTHOR PROFILE
JENNIFER BECK




AUTHOR OF JOHN BRITTEN: THE BOY WHO DID DO BETTER

Jennifer was born in Auckland in 1939 and attended Waipu District High School before going on to Auckland Teachers’ College and the University of Auckland.

Being a teacher, psychologist and parent have taken up most of Jennifer’s adult life but writing has always been in the background. Jennifer, encouraged by her parents, started writing at nine years of age and in her twenties had articles published in the newspapers. The 1980s saw her first work published and she hasn't stopped since. In 2003 Jennifer became a full-time writer.

Jennifer’s advice to young authors and illustrators is to “Just get started, do it and enjoy it. Don’t feel that only work which is published is worthwhile. Value everything you create, as well as the process of doing so”.

Jennifer has just completed her latest picture book Nobody’s Dog due for publication in 2005 and has another picture book scheduled for publication in 2006.

Awards:

Winner NZ Post Children’s Book of the Year 1997 – The Bantam and the Soldier.

Winner NZ Post Children’s Picture Book of the Year 1997 – The Bantam and the Soldier.

Honour Award Children’s Book Council of Australia 2000 –  Crash! The Search for the Stinson.

Finalist Picture Book Category NZ Post Awards 2003 – The Christmas Caravan.

Recent books are:  

John Britten: The Boy Who Did Do Better – 2004

The Choosing Day (reprinted) – 2003

The Christmas Caravan – 2003

Welcome – 2002

Current titles available from Scholastic:

Christmas Caravan H/C


1-86943-557-5

Christmas Caravan S/C


1-86943-589-3

Crash! The Search for the Stinson

1-86291-378-1

The Bantam & the Soldier H/C

1-86943-155-3

The Bantam & the Soldier S/C

1-86943-393-9

The Choosing Day



1-86943-573-7

John Britten: The Boy Who Did Do Better
1-86943-548-6

