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AUTHOR PROFILE
JILLIAN SULLIVAN

AUTHOR OF SHREVE’S PROMISE

Jillian was born in Masterton in 1957 and attended schools in Masterton and Palmerston North before going on to Victoria and Massey Universities. She also attended Nelson School of Music.

Jillian has had a variety of occupations, including being a reporter on the Hawera Star, before becoming a mother and full-time writer.

By 7 years of age Jillian had filled a whole exercise book with her first story about a cat called Gingerletters. After that she kept writing  - diaries, poems, stories and novels. 

At first Jillian wanted to be a vet but failed physics in the seventh form because she spent the physics classes writing poetry! That year she read a story by Katherine Mansfield and knew what she really wanted to be was a short story writer and novelist.

Jillian loves it when she finishes a story and it turns out even better than she planned, "especially if I get the last sentence just right.” If her characters become like real people to her and the story moves her, she feels excited and happy about it for ages. She has even been known to jump around the furniture or dance to loud music to celebrate.

Inspiration for Shreve’s Promise:
A friend sent Jillian an old diary she had bought in a Red Cross sale. In it the woman wrote about her baby that had died. She imagined the woman becoming very old and being in trouble, and the ghost of her child coming back to help her. Not knowing much about elderly people, Jillian did a year’s certificate in Care of the Elderly and then got a job looking after an old lady. She had fun taking the old lady for long walks in a wheelchair. This helped Jillian realise how precious life is, and made her determined to fill her life with the people she loves and the things she loves doing.

Jillian’s advice to young writers “First, just do it! When I was a young mother and writing my first novel, I only had one afternoon a fortnight by myself, so I’d lock the door and take the phone off the hook. It took four years to write that book and another six books over twenty years before I got my first novel published (Shreve’s Promise). I didn’t know how to write a book when I started so I learnt by doing it and reading good books other people had written. The next biggest thing I’d say is, never give up. Keep writing and keep learning and believe in yourself .”
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