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AUTHOR PROFILE
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AUTHOR OF BUMBLEBEE PIE

Jon Gadsby was born in Derbyshire, England, in 1953 but when the family moved to New Zealand he attended school in Invercargill before going on to Otago University.

Jon is probably best known as an actor and performer but has also worked as a radio and TV writer/presenter, MC and Live Show host, as well as a newspaper and magazine columnist and, of course, author. He is currently editor of a lifestyle glossy magazine called ‘Avenues,’ published in Christchurch.

Jon acknowledges that three teachers inspired and encouraged him – Mr Ryder, Mr Egan and Mrs Hannah – especially in English and drama. But it was his love and interest in children’s books that made him decide to take up writing. He first started making up stories when he was a teenager but wasn’t published until 1984.

Jon said his inspiration for writing Bumblebee Pie came from a young girl he knew who caught a bee in a jar one day at the beach and wanted to know what she should do with it. The two of them discussed possible uses for the bee, getting more and more ridiculous with each suggestion. Of course they eventually let the bee go.

Jon's advice to young writers: “Learn the rudiments of the craft, then experiment – rather than the other way around.” He also suggests they “get a proper job first.”

Current titles available:

Bumblebee Pie
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