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AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR OF AFTER DARK
CREATURES OF THE NEW ZEALAND FOREST

Julie was born in Auckland 1976.

While at high school Julia sat 7th form bursary in Painting and Design, then in 1998 she completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts at the Institute of Technology in Auckland. Since then she has worked as an illustrator for the School Journal, educational readers and trade picture books.

Julia gained inspiration from Bruce Treloar, her tutor during her Visual Arts course. Bruce had written and illustrated many children’s book. Other illustrators such as Gwenda Turner, Penny Dale and Kim Lewis also inspired her.

Julia’s illustrations are realistic in style and depend on both watercolours and gouache for depth and detail. The illustrations create a sense of warmth and happy companionship.

Her advice for aspiring young writers is to keep a journal nad write down any ideas you have as they may inspire you later on. Don’t give up! If you enjoy writing, keep at it – you can only get better!

Advice for young artists is to spend time observing the objects around you. Look at shapes, size, colours and textures. Don’t forget to practise.


Julia has been illustrating children’s books since 1999. Most have been for educational reading programmes. Dawn McMillan’s picture book Sea Secrets (1998) was Julia’s first book. She also illustrated Dawn’s A White Horse (2001) and A Fishing Story (2002), and Phyllis Johnstone’s 2001 book My Marine. The Frog Search (2002) was Julia’s first book  that she wrote and illustrated herself.

After Dark is Julia’s second picture book for general sale.

Of her work, Julia says, “I have always been passionate about animals and nature. Growing up, I wanted to work with animals as a career. I grew up on a farm and worked part-time at my dad’s horse stables, whilst illustrating books. Through my books I can share this passion with children, so they can appreciate and learn about some of the amazing creatures we have on this planet.

“Being a New Zealander, I have a special interest in our wildlife and hope to do my part in making sure these treasures remain in our forest.”

Julia lives in Pukekohe and is currently training to be a teacher of art and design.
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