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AUTHOR PROFILE
JULIA OWEN

AUTHOR OF STRAIGHT WALKING
Julia was born in Auckland in 1960 where she attended Owairoa Primary in Howick before the family moved to Rarotonga for eighteen months. She completed standard 4 and form 1 at Nikau Side School in Rarotonga before returning to New Zealand to complete intermediate school in Howick and then Howick College.

Her list of jobs is broad, from Nurse Aid to Factory Worker, and everything in between. Julia became a mum early in life, and went on to have 4 sons, which required the ability to take on jobs as they presented themselves. 

Of becoming a writer Julia says it was not a conscious decision. “I have always written and, as a child, sent poems and short stories to the children’s pages of papers and magazines. Writing became serious for me when, in 1996, I took a six-month course called ‘Te tuhi tuhi ma nga tamariki; Writing for children in Maori and English’ at Rawene Polytech, tutored by Janine McVeagh. Janine was a wonderful teacher and by the end of the course I had completed a children’s picture book that was published in both Maori and English, as well as having completed my first draft of Black Gold.”

Black Gold was ultimately published in 1999 by Scholastic New Zealand Ltd as part of a series called Extreme.
Now living in the South Hokianga region, Julia lists her job as farmer and writer. Writing has been allowed space in an area she describes as “a small room in our old cottage full of spiders.”

Julia's advice to other writers is, “Do lots of reading and never stop writing.”
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