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AUTHOR OF THE BIGGEST NUMBER IN THE UNIVERSE

Julie was born in Manchester in 1947. She earned a MA Hons in English Language and Literature at Edinburgh University before moving to Bermuda in 1972 then on to the far north of Canada before finally settling in New Zealand in 1974.

1976 
Julie completed a BA Hons in Psychology.

1982 
Ph.D. at Victoria University of Wellington. 

1993 
Returned to Victoria University to study Creative Writing where she was awarded the Creative New Zealand’s Todd Writer’s Bursary in 1995.

1998 
Julie’s first book of poems published. Her work has appeared in 20 anthologies. 

1995 
The Ossossossorus was published by Scholastic New Zealand Ltd and was praised in Reading Time “What a name to conjure with! What a text to roll round the mouth and savour – rhythm, onomatopoeia, alliteration, fantasy and logic.”

2003
Julie won the inaugural Joy Cowley Award, presented by the Children’s Literature Foundation of New Zealand for a picture book text, in 2003 with The Biggest Number in the Universe, illustrated by Ross Kinnaird. A Maori edition of this book was also published.
In addition to her writing, Julie has worked as a Research Psychologist at Wellington Hospital, and as a Social Scientist in the Departments of Justice and Health. From 1996-2000 she was the NZ Mental Health Commissioner. Julie has published widely in the areas of mental health and justice.
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