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ILLUSTRATOR OF OLWEN TWELVE POCKETS

Kathryn Orton was born in Australia in 1957 and educated in Orange, before going on to Sydney and Wollongong for her tertiary training.

Kathryn considers herself an artist (and sometimes teacher). She was a graphic artist/designer who went back to learn fine arts and became an artist who makes prints, drawings, paintings and some sculptural furniture. She taught fine art and design part-time at TAFE for a long time and before taking up a full-time fine arts teaching position with TAFE NSW.

Fiona asked Kathryn to illustrate her story because they both knew the Olwen who inspired it.

The illustrations in Olwen Twelve Pockets are all the things that are familiar to Kathryn, even the front door, lounge chairs and wallpaper are the same as hers. Olwen does things like Kathryn used to do but she also watched her cousin’s young children before doing the drawings, checking on how they moved and how they did things. 
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