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AUTHOR PROFILE
Margaret Beames








AUTHOR OF OLIVER'S PARTY
Born in               1935, Oxford, England 

Formerly a primary school teacher and tutor of dyslexic children, Margaret is now a full-time writer.

Margaret has an impressive body of work spanning the last twenty-seven years, starting with The Greenstone Summer, published by AH & AW Reed in 1977. Her writing includes plays and novels as well as picture books. She is that rare writer who can work well at all levels of writing, from picture book to senior novel. 

Awards:
Oliver in the Garden, illustrated by Sue Hitchcock, was the winner of the NZPost Children's Picture book of the year and the winner of the Children's Choice Award in 2001.

Of the original title Margaret says the inspiration was found in her own cat, "who was usually very good but occasionally liked to stay out at night - until I'd gone to bed when he would yell to be let in!"

Favourite food:  home-baked bread with cheese and pickled onions (also chocolate, oranges, fish and chips - almost anything!)

Hobbies:  reading, crossword puzzles, gardening, listening to music, live theatre.

Favourite authors: Jane Austen, Anne Tyler, Mary Wesley, lots more favourite children's book The Wind in the Willows.

Likes:  knowing that I have a whole day to myself with nothing I  have to do unless I want to.

Dislikes:  intolerance of other people's differences.

Currently working on: 

A new picture book about a mouse.

Current titles available:

Duster
Scholastic
1 86943 527 3

Archway Arrow
Scholastic
1 86943 298 3

Josef's Bear
Lothian
0 73440 661 4

Oliver in the Garden HC
Scholastic
1 86943 452 8

Oliver in the Garden SC
Scholastic
1 86943 466 8

Oliver's Party HC
Scholastic
1 86943 610 5

Oliver's Party SC
Scholastic
1 86943 579 6

Outlanders
Scholastic
1 86943 468 4

Shearwater Bell, The
Scholastic
1 86943 354 8

Storm (Extreme)
Scholastic
1 86943 438 2







