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AUTHOR PROFILE
MARY CARMINE






AUTHOR OF ASLEEP ON THE MAT AND DANIEL’S DINOSAURS

Born in Waihi in 1945. Mary was educated at Waihi South School and College before going to Auckland University where she gained a BSc. This was followed by Auckland Secondary Teachers College for a Diploma in Teaching.

For ten years Mary was a secondary school teacher in Auckland and for one year in Waihi. On top of this, she managed to fit in motherhood, relief teaching and community work such as kindergarten committees, school boards of trustees, chairing the hospital steering committee and work for the Hauraki Community Health Advisory Group.

Mary had always planned to write children’s books from an early age. She was much encouraged in this by some of her marvellous school teachers who took her completely seriously and never doubted that this was what she would eventually do. However, Mary was always too busy to actually get around to starting until suffering a ‘mid-life crisis’ and deciding that if ever she  was going to realise her ambition to write she had to make time and do it. So she did.

One morning Mary woke up with ‘The cat was asleep on the mat’ running through her head and Asleep on the Mat developed from there.
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