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AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR OF: 

OLD BLUE The Rarest Bird in the World

The story of the saving of the NZ Black Robin is exciting and inspiring. “It is a wonderful example of endangered species management and recovery,” says Mary Taylor who has given it to us in full in Old Blue, subtitled The rarest bird in the world. 

Mary heard about Old Blue from a friend at DOC. She wrote and illustrated this book because she felt the story should be more widely known and because the more she thought about it the more fascinated and moved she became. During preparation for the book, Mary travelled to the Chatham Islands.

May Taylor is, first and foremost, an artist. She is known for her limited editions of etchings and paintings, many of them featuring New Zealand fauna and flora.

Dyptoe: The Yellow-Eyed Penguin was also written and illustrated by Mary and dedicated to the many people who work to save the yellow-eyed penguins.
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