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AUTHOR PROFILE
MURRAY BALL
AUTHOR/CARTOONIST OF FRED THE (QUITE) BRAVE MOUSE; WILLIE WANTS 
TO WEE-WEE AND FOOTROT FLATS

Born in Feilding in 1937. Murray spent the early part of his life in New Zealand, Australia and South Africa. His love of cartooning started in childhood, copying Walt Disney’s Tom and Jerry characters.

While Murray waited for his first year of university to start he took a job with the Dominion in Wellington as a reporter. He didn’t enjoy that so after three months he left and took up a position as a cartoonist with the Manawatu Times, where he stayed for three years before leaving to be a freelancer. He does not regret the decision but times were tough financially and he took up teaching for three years to help with the cash flow. In 1968 he and his family left NZ for England.

While freelancing in England his most regular employment was with the children’s book publishers DC Thomson of Dundee. It was feedback from the editors that honed his craft and enabled him to achieve success with his Stanley strip accepted by the English satirical magazine Punch. Stanley not only became the longest running strip in the history of Punch but was syndicated worldwide. Murray continued to submit work to Punch after the family returned to NZ.

In 1976 the Footrot Flats strip first appeared in the Evening Post and became 

a great success. The nostalgic aspect of the rural setting, and good keen blokes interested in rugby, racing and beer gave the strip a strong local appeal. Again the strip was widely syndicated.

Footrot Flats was made into a musical, a theme park and a film. The theme for the film (A Slice of Heaven by Dave Dobbyn) became the biggest-selling record in 1987, and the film won many awards.

Murray Ball calls cartooning ‘disciplined dreaming’, commenting in 1990 that:

…the heart of a cartoon is the idea, an artist can create a painting, hang it on the wall and be satisfied with what he has achieved even if no-one else sees it. In cartooning you must get a human reaction to the idea. The task of the cartoonist is to translate his idea into a drawing that will have impact.
Murray decided to leave Dog and his friends of Footrot Flats fame behind and try a more international character. Fred The (Quite) Brave Mouse is dedicated to his grandchildren.

Current titles available:

Fred The (Quite) Brave Mouse
1 86943 598 2

Willie Wants to Wee-wee
1 86943 671 7

