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AUTHOR PROFILE
NICKI WISE
ILLUSTRATOR OF LITTLE DUCK CHECKS IT OUT

Taihape born and Hawkes Bay bred, Nicki Wise was the 1990 winner of the AGC Young Achievers Award. She also spent a  year in Thailand as an American Field Service Scholar.

Convinced she wanted to be a television set designer, Nicki then did a three-year course in graphic design at the Auckland Institute of Technology. Her tutors thought she was stronger in illustration than design, and towards the end of her third year she got a job with a publisher.

To further her studies Nicki enrolled in a master’s degree in graphic design at the University of Central England, Birmingham. Nicki was the first AIT design student to leapfrog from diploma to postgraduate study without undertaking a degree course.  In Birmingham, Nicki majored in children’s picture books with an emphasis on environmental issues. She also looked at ‘parent/child interactive reading schemes’ i.e. ways in which parents can teach their children to read.

On completing her studies, Nicki joined Oxford Educational Publishers as an art designer and editor.
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