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AUTHOR PROFILE
PAMELA WOLFE




ILLUSTRATOR OF MOUSE OPERA

Born in England in 1950. Pamela immigrated to New Zealand with her parents and sister in 1953, and settled in the seaside suburb of Howick. “These early days of growing up by the sea have influenced my paintings, which evoke memories of long hot summers spent on the beach. My father was a holidaying, keen fisherman and gardener, and I developed his love of nature and wildlife which grew into a concern for the protection of our native fauna and flora”. 

1968-71 Graduated Elam School of Fine Arts at Auckland University with a 

diploma in Fine Arts. Met husband Richard.

1987 Solo exhibition at Labyrinth Gallery. From then on Pamela began exhibiting regularly, painting in between child rearing and working part time.

1987 Won Team McMillan Art Award. This was followed by a sell out exhibition at the RKS Gallery, Auckland. “The success of this show gave me the courage to begin painting full time”.

Pamela and Richard first  considered writing a children’s book of their own when their daughter Emily was a preschooler. It was not until 20 years later that the idea was developed into Midnight at the Museum. This was the first of many collaborations of Richard writing and Pamela illustrating.

Awards:

1998 New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards for Midnight at the Museum

1998 Finalist Russell Clark Medal for Illustration 

2000 Finalist New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards for Mouse Opera

2000 Mouse Opera CLFNZ Notable Book 

2001 Mouse Opera was included in the White Ravens 2001. A Selection of

International Children’s and Youth Literature exhibited at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair by the Internationale Jugend Bibliothek, Munchen.

After moving to Freeman’s Bay, Pamela became influenced by her Polynesian neighbours, their bold use of colour and colourful Tuvaivai quilt and tapa patterns, and the tropical life of Birds of Paradise, Hibiscus and native flora.

From her paintings Pamela produces a range of gift cards, calendars and other stationary. Much of her work is commissioned for the promotion of New Zealand overseas and for environmental groups such as Greenpeace and the Maruia Society.

As part of Pamela’s commitment to children and reading she is very active in the “Writers in Schools” scheme organised by the New Zealand Book Council. She and Richard speak to all age groups and find the feedback they receive very valuable. Over time they have developed their presentations to include framed originals of Pamela’s art work and other personal effects used within the illustrations. The children are always interested to compare the size of the original works to that produced in the book. 

The latest book illustrated by Pamela (written by  Richard) is Mouse on the Moon..  

Current titles available:

Mouse on the Moon




1 86943 572 9

Mouse Opera – Soft cover



1 86943 470 6

Midnight at the Museum – Soft cover


1 86943 385 8

