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AUTHOR OF STARZ

Born and educated in Wellington, Pat liked writing, Maths and Science at school. She went on to do a Science degree at university and then worked as computer systems analyst. She says she had no intention of being a writer but later, when her children were all at school, she decided to try something different from computer work.  “I went to classes on writing, and I began to write stories, articles and plays.” That was over 20 years ago. 

She was inspired by the people who taught the classes on writing (they were all writers themselves), and by friends who were also learning to be writers.

Pat began her writing career writing for the School Journals, after winning a short story award in 1989. She  was the recipient of the 1994 AIM Senior Fiction Award for her first teenage novel, The Value of X published in 1993, and won an Honour Award in 2001 at the NZ Post Children’s Book Awards for Dragor, a picture book illustrated by Philip Webb.
An active member of the New Zealand Society of Authors Pat is at ease with both fiction (whether junior or senior) or non-fiction.
To would-be writers Pat gives the following advice, “Read, read, read, read and write, write, write. Believe in yourself, and know that it’s worth persevering. Many people talk or dream about writing, only writers actually do it!”
Pat draws her ideas from life. As she says, “I notice things around me. I watch, and listen and file things away in my memory.  Then, when I come to write a story, I sit down and think: I’ll write a story about [and I scan through my memory for an interesting sort of person or animal I’ve seen somewhere] 

and maybe they’ll be involved with [I scan again for an event, or a type of behaviour – usually something fairly ordinary at this stage] but then something happens [scan for unusual things, or problems that might come up] so they have to [and I think about how that sort of person or animal might behave under those sorts of circumstances] – and so on!”

Quinn's other titles include 

Moving the Earth (1993) finalist in the Library and Information Association awards

Kirsty and Lionel (1996)

Too Chicken (1997)

Go, Horatio (1998)

Dragor (2000) winner of Honour Award  in the 2001 New Zealand Post Children's 

                         Book Awards Picture Book category 

Ratz, (2002)

Starz (2004)

Title currently available from Scholastic:

Dragor

1-86943-456-0

Ratz

1-86943-409-9

Ratz (with magnet dolls)
1-86943-184-7

Starz

1-86943-617-2

Starz (with magnet dolls)
1-86943-651-2

