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AUTHOR PROFILE
PAULINE CARTWRIGHT








AUTHOR OF MY STORY FINDING FATHER
THE 
JOURNAL OF MARY BROGAN, OTAGO, 1862

Pauline was born in Lawrence, Otago, in 1944 and attended schools in Weston, North Otago and Oamaru before going to Dunedin College of Education. 

As soon as she was old enough, Pauline wrote. She still has a storybook that she wrote, with contributions from her sister, for her little brother when she was very young. Her father was a great storyteller, her mother a great reader and as a child Pauline read copiously. 

Reading Enid Blyton’s biography when she was nine made Pauline realise that being a writer could actually be a job. Encouragement to develop her dream of writing came from her mother’s friend, who herself wrote romance novels.

Pauline is now a versatile writer who has published dozens of books, stories and poems for children. “Prolific Central Otago children’s author Pauline Cartwright knows how to tell a good story whether it’s fiction or non-fiction” is how Iona McNaughton describes her work.

Pauline’s advice to aspiring young authors is “read and read and read and write and write and write (if you want to be a writer). Believe in yourself – but be open to criticism so that you learn. Understand that if you stay focused and work hard, you can make a dream come true.”

Pauline’s love of the goldfields area in which she was born - its history and landscape - has been brought to life in her latest work MY STORY Finding Father: The Journal of Mary Brogan, Otago, 1862, which was researched and written while a Writer in Residence at the Dunedin College of Education

Awards:

1991 
NZ Children’s Literature Bursary (then Choysa Bursary)

1992
1994, 1995  x 5 different titles shortlisted for NZ Post Awards and LlANZA Esther Glen Medal

1999 
Honour Award for All Sorts of Trucks
2003 
Writing Residency Dunedin College of Education.

Current titles available from Scholastic:

Pouakai the Man Eater
1-86943-352-1

MY STORY Finding Father
1-86943-633-4

