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AUTHOR OF WONDERFUL WHEELS DAY
 
Philippa was born in Christchurch in 1958 and did her schooling in Wellington, Auckland and New Plymouth, before attending the Universities of Auckland and Wellington. 

Although a trained librarian who has worked in many different libraries, Philippa has also had a variety of different jobs during her student years and while travelling overseas. Jobs such as office work in London and cleaning at a Greek holiday resort. 

Philippa and her family love to travel. One time they travelled from London to Beijing and then through Tibet to Nepal and India, just using public transport such as boats, buses, and trains – no planes.

When Philippa was young, The Evening Post in Wellington used to run a special column on Saturdays called The Children’s Page. You could send in a story, poem or drawing and if it was published you earned points. After you had earned 100 points you were invited to visit the Evening Post Office and see how the printing presses worked. You also received a prize (usually a book token). Philippa started writing to The Evening Post at 5 years of age and continued until she was about 13. But it was not until Philippa’s first daughter was born that she decided to have a go at writing a children’s book.

Philippa’s first book for Scholastic New Zealand Ltd was The Lost Watch, published in 2003 and illustrated by Alice Bell. Margie Thomson in the Weekend Herald described the story as a “short, race-through story that will gladden the hearts of small boys”.   The book was shortlisted in Australia for the 2004 Bilby Awards, the annual Children’s Choice Awards for the state of Queensland.

Philippa’s second book for Scholastic New Zealand Ltd, Wonderful Wheels Day, was published in 2004 and revisits the family from The Lost Watch. It again uses Alice Bell’s illustrations.

Philippa’s advice to aspiring young writers is “Read a lot, write a lot and don’t be discouraged if what comes out on paper isn’t always what was in your head. Keep working at it!”

As well as her picture books for children, Philippa has had poetry, stories and plays published. Some of her work has also been broadcast on National Radio.
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