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AUTHOR PROFILE
RICHARD WOLFE



AUTHOR OF MOUSE OPERA

Born in New Plymouth in 1948.

1969-72 Elam School of Fine Arts at Auckland University where he gained a BA and met his wife Pamela.

Writing for student publications.

1973 Canterbury Museum, Display Department.  

1976 Curator of Display at Auckland Museum

1987 First book Well Made New Zealand

1989 New Zealand! New Zealand In Praise of Kiwiana. Inspiration for major 

exhibition at Auckland Museum.

Around 1976 Richard and Pamela considered attempting a children’s book of their own, inspired by Maurice Sendak’s Night Kitchen but they did not have a story to tell.

Finally, inspired by a quarter century of working in museums, Richard conceived an the idea for a children’s book. This developed into Midnight at the Museum, and was illustrated by Pamela.

Awards:

1998 New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards for Midnight at the Museum

1998 Finalist Russell Clark Medal for Illustration 

2000 Finalist New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards for Mouse Opera

2000 Mouse Opera CLFNZ Notable Book 

2001 Mouse Opera was included in White Ravens 2001 —a selection of

international children’s and youth literature exhibited at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair by the Internationale Jugend Bibliothek, Munchen.

As well as writing for children Richard has published several adult titles on local art and popular culture. Research occupies a lot of his time. 

The Wolfe’s live in a century old home in Freeman’s Bay. Richard is a collector of Kiwiana (a glimpse at what we consumed in bygone days) and display cabinets he has made out of demolition timbers provide a visual timeline of New Zealand’s packaging, Pamela’s art work sits vibrantly alongside the work of their daughter, Emily, and other artist friends.

As part of his commitment to children and reading Richard is very active in the “Writers in Schools” scheme organised by the New Zealand Book Council. He speaks to all age groups and finds the feedback he receives very valuable. 

The latest book from Richard (illustrated by Pamela) is Mouse on the Moon.  

Current titles available:

Mouse on the Moon




1 86943 572 9

Mouse Opera – Soft cover



1 86943 470 6

Midnight at the Museum – Soft cover


1 86943 385 8

