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AUTHOR PROFILE
ROBYN BELTON

ILLUSTRATOR OF GREEDY CAT AND THE SCHOOL PET SHOW

Born in 1947 Robyn grew up on a farm in Whangaehu, outside of Wanganui and at 12 years of age went off to boarding school in Wanganui. In 1965 she attended Ilam School of Fine Arts at the University of Canterbury, where she studied painting with Russell Clark and also met her husband Peter.

Robyn began her career working for the Education Department as a freelance illustrator. As her reputation grew she was asked to go to Wellington as part of a group of writers and illustrators to put together and revise the school reading programme. Among the group were Margaret Mahy and Joy Cowley, both of whom Robyn continues to work with. Her relationship with Joy and the creation of Greedy Cat (1983) would make the illustrator loved in both New Zealand and the United States.

Recent books:  

The Christmas Caravan (2002) written by Jennifer Beck and illustrated by Robyn, is being reissued in a softcover edition for Christmas 2004. Robyn and Jennifer’s popular book The Choosing Day, originally published in 1988, was republished in 2003.

2004 sees the release of the new Joy Cowley/Robyn Belton picture book Greedy Cat and the School Pet Show under Scholastic’s Blue Balloon banner and Robyn is busy working on illustrations for the next book in the Greedy Cat Series - Greedy Cat and the Sneeze.

In addition to her work as a professional illustrator, Robyn has taught and run workshops throughout New Zealand for both children and adults. She also participates in the Book Council’s Writers in Schools programme.

Awards:

Robyn’s first illustrated hardcover storybook was The Duck in the Gun (1983), written by Joy Cowley, which won the Russell Clark Medal for illustration in 1985. This book quickly established an international following and was translated into many languages.

In 1997 The Bantam and the Soldier, written by Jennifer Beck and illustrated by Robyn Belton, won both the Picture Book Category of the New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards and also the prestigious Book of the Year award.

Current Scholastic titles available from Scholastic:

The Bantam and The Soldier
H/C

1-86943-155-3

The Bantam and The Soldier
S/C

1-86943-393-9

The Christmas Caravan 
H/C

1-86943-557-5

The Christmas Caravan
S/C

1-86943-589-3

The Choosing Day



1-86943-573-1

Greedy Cat and the School Pet Day

1-86943-647-4

