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AUTHOR PROFILE
ROSS KINNAIRD








ILLUSTRATOR OF THE BIGGEST NUMBER IN THE UNIVERSE

Ross was born in Hamilton in 1954 and attended school there before he went to Selwyn College, Auckland.

Ross lists his occupation as a Graphic Designer and Children’s Book Illustrator but first he was an Art Director for advertising.

Ross was terrible at maths but loved to draw pictures from an early age. He was lucky enough to get encouragement from tutors and fellow students at art school but was 18 before he took up drawing professionally.

Ross has travelled to many countries and likes to fish and walk around beach or the countryside in New Zealand.

In 2003 Julie Leibrich won the inaugural Joy Cowley Award, presented by the 

Children’s Literature Foundation of New Zealand for a picture book text, 

with The Biggest Number in the Universe. Ross was invited to illustrate the work based on the success of his work in Dawn McMillan's Why Do Dogs Sniff Bottoms? 
The inspiration and ideas behind his artwork for The Biggest Number in the Universe came from Ross’s daughter, who used to sit on his knee while he worked, and of course Julie's great story. A Maori edition of this book was also published.

To aspiring illustrators Ross suggests, “Look at as many samples of other people’s work as you can then do your own thing. Get together a great portfolio and show it to as many people as possible.”

Ross has illustrated other books but The Biggest Number in the Universe was his first Scholastic New Zealand Ltd book. 

Awards:

2003 NZ Post Book Awards – Children’s Choice Award.

Current titles available:

The Biggest Number in the Universe H/C
1-86943-602-4

The Biggest Number in the Universe S/C
1-86943-648-2

Te Nama Tino Rahi Rawa Atu I Te Whaiao
1-86943-650-4

