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AUTHOR PROFILE
RUTH PAUL



AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR OF ANIMAL UNDIE BALL

Ruth was born in Wellington in 1964, where she also did her schooling. At Wellington Polytechnic Ruth did a Visual Communications Design Diploma, and a Bachelor of Arts Degree at Victoria University. She is currently continuing with her Bachelor of Law studies.

Although Ruth’s present occupation is writing and illustrating she has in the past been a waitress, actor, student, postie, receptionist and commercial illustrator.

A combination of supportive parents, nuns at school who convinced her girls can do anything, plus childcare workers and in-laws have given Ruth the inspiration and encouragement to write and draw. Even though there are days when the writing and drawing does not come easy, Ruth loves that she can ‘make something’ and that it is ‘not serious’ (as opposed to the real world). 

The best advice Ruth can give to anyone who wants to write or illustrate is “Don’t be embarrassed by learning and being really bad at it sometimes.”.

Ruth has illustrated three books: Tom’s Story by Mandy Hagar which won an Honour Award at the 1996 AIM Children’s Book Awards; Penguin’s Day Out 

by Vivienne Joseph which was shortlisted for the Russell Clark Medal for 

illustration, and Baby Bumble and the Sock Pirates, also by Vivienne Joseph.

Animal Undie Ball is her first book that she has both written and illustrated.

Ruth lives in Makara, near Wellington, with her partner Chris and two children Eli and Billy.
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