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AUTHOR PROFILE
SHIRLEY CORLETT

AUTHOR OF YOU’VE GOT GUTS, KENNY MELROSE

Born in Wellington in 1940, Shirley was 

educated at Masterton West School and Wairarapa College.

Ever since she could remember, Shirley wanted to be a writer. Even as a young child it was her passion. Starting off first as a hobby, it was only after some encouragement from her mother that Shirley sent in a manuscript and became a fiction writer.

Shirley enjoys the solitude of writing. Never being lonely or bored. The sense of excitement each day of never knowing where her imagination will take her. Just the sheer love of it. 

If you want to be a writer, Shirley says, you have to just do it, no excuses, just make the time. In my younger days I had no confidence and rarely sent manuscripts away. If I didn’t write I would only be half a person so I stuck to it, mostly teaching myself. 

As well as writing for children, Shirley reports on book events in the Wairarapa in ‘Book Chat’ featured in the New Zealand Book Council publication, Booknotes; plays tennis and runs a small worm-farming business.

Shirley is now working on a second My Story manuscript.

Shirley’s first novel, published by Mallinson Rendel in 1990, was an adult  historical novel called The Hanging Sky.

In 1999 Shirley won the Tom Fitzgibbon Award with her first children’s novel The Stolen (published by Scholastic New Zealand Ltd in 2000).

2002 The Weather-Makers was shortlisted in the Junior Fiction category of the New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards.
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