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AUTHOR PROFILE
SUE HITCHCOCK








ILLUSTRATOR OF EMILY’S WONDERFUL PIE, OLIVER IN THE GARDEN AND, MORE RECENTLY, OLIVER’S PARTY.

Born Sydney, Australia,  in 1954, Sue's studies saw her achieve a Diploma in Graphic Design. Her first job was working as a designer in Animation Production House. Followed by a short stint teaching life drawing in New Zealand.

Sue has won international and national wards for animation design for TV commercials - most notably Colonial Mutual 60 second spots - “Trains”, “Dam” and “Work”.

An animator with a strong background in marketing, Sue’s first illustration work for Scholastic won her the Russell Clark Medal with Emily’s Wonderful Pie, written by Jane Cornish. This success was followed in 2001 with the NZ Post Picture Book of the Year award for Oliver In the Garden, written by Margaret Beames, which also won the Children’s Choice Award that year.

The love of the texture of paper from an early age and a grandmother who read to her for hours are Sue’s earliest recollections of her interest in books. Her mother always bought her beautifully illustrated children’s books.

Being a freelance graphic designer/illustrator means working to short, sharp deadlines and this is something Sue really enjoys. Her work ranges from company logos, poster designs, newsletter layouts, product stickers, company profiles, brochures and of course book illustration. Sue draws her 

illustrations first, then uses Photoshop and associated computer programs to complete her images, adding texture and patterns to enhance the scene 

and highlight aspects of the story. This can be seen clearly in her latest work, Oliver’s Party, also written by Margaret Beames. Reviewers have described Sue Hitchcock’s illustration style as almost three-dimensional, leaping out at the reader.

As an illustrator Sue says she gets the freedom to express herself as an adult in a simple, relatively childlike way. As Sue explains, “Illustrating is an occupation where you carry your tools inside yourself. These tools are always with you no matter how old you become.”

Travel has taken Sue to places such as America, China and Russia.

Current Scholastic titles available:

Oliver in the Garden
H/C
1 86943 452 8

Oliver in the Garden
S/C
1 86943 466 8

Oliver’s Party

H/C
1 86943 579 6

Oliver’s Party

S/C
1 86943 610 5

Emily’s Wonderful Pie

1 86943 319 X

