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AUTHOR PROFILE
VINCE FORD



Most recent work: A Handful of Blue

Born in Eltham, Taranaki, New Zealand – 1970

Vince Ford started his published career by winning the 1998 Tom Fitzgibbon Award for a previously unpublished writer, with 2MUCH4U, which went on to win the 2000 NZ Post Children’s Book Award for Junior Fiction and an honour award for a first-time author.

This initial success has been followed by the publication of 2 sequel titles to 2MUCH4U, plus a title in the SPORTMAX series of sport-focused stories for the 11-13 year interest level, and more recently with A Handful of Blue - a more dramatic story centered around a small community and a whale stranding, published in 2003. He is now working on a very different project – a trilogy of stories looking at the development of the man as hunter entitled Chronicles of Stone. The first of these stories is due out in late 2004.

In 2001 Ford was selected to represent New Zealand at the 2001 International Writing Programme, a three-month writers’ residency at the University of Iowa in the United States. 

Like other writers, Ford draws on his own experiences to write. He has previously worked as jackaroo (cattle worker) on a vast Australian property, as a labourer in a salt factory and in the office of a private investigator. Many of the incidents in his stories recreate incidents from his own past. For example he set fire to a fertilizer truck on a wheat farm in Western Australia, burning 20 hectares of wheat stubble. This was the inspiration for the fire in 2MUCH4U.
Current Scholastic titles available:

2MUCH4U
1 86943 416 1 
SOMUCH2DO
1 86943 508 7

POSSUMS2U
1 86943 542 7 
It’s a Try
1 86943 477 3

Handful of Blue
1 86943 561 3

